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Intermediate Bridge - Play and Defence (with a little bit of bidding).
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1. Introduction

2. Declarer Play  - Thinking ahead

3. Declarer Play  - Thinking ahead

4. Declarer Play  - Asking questions

5. Declarer Play  - Planning

6. Declarer Play  - Thinking ahead

7 Defence - Mid game leads

8. Defence - Covering honours

9. Defence - Ducking in defence
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{3 LEAD  AN EASY FINESSE EH? 
 
Looking around the two hands declarer sees no problem.
7 tricks are a doddle. “With all those clubs, perhaps we should 
have been in 3NT!”
(YHQ�WKH�OHDG�VHHPV�IDYRXUDEOH��62�WKH�¿�QHVVH�PXVW�EH�ULJKW�IRU�
another overtrick. - WRONG!

7KH�¿�QHVVH�ORVHV�DQG�QRUWK�VZLWFKHV�WR�xQ! Declarer only now 
sees the weakness in his hand. He ducks, but on the 2nd heart, 
south unblocks xK. Now declarer MUST get the clubs right 
without letting the opponents in again. Sadly, he guesses wrong, 
playing for the drop.  Opponents take 1 spade, 4 hearts 2 dia-
monds and 1 club for -200.  

Win the {$�DQG�¿�QHVVH�WKH�FOXE�LQ�VDIHW\��
When it holds, return to yA and play {Q for 9 tricks.
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{3 LEAD  EVEN THE RULE OF 7 TELLS YOU!
 
OK west should not use Stayman with only 10 HCPs!
But we’re not all perfect and partner’s play is always so good.

The x3 lead IS favourable and looking around the two hands 
we can count 5 club tricks, 1 diamond, 1 heart and eventually 1 
spade.  That makes 8 tricks doesn’t it?

UNFORTUNATELY HOWEVER, 
declarer decides to hold off her xA !?! 
So north wins and switches to z4. 
Now, although declarer cashes 5 clubs she cannot establish the 
spade winner before the opponents cash 4 diamonds, a heart and 
a spade.

If you have counted 8 tricks cash them in the correct order
Win xA and lead towards {KQ  
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xJ LEAD  LOSING CONTROL

Declarer is annoyed that 6z has been missed. 
Without much thought,  he tried the xQ and ruffed east’s xA. 
With long side suits to run,  drawing trumps seemed like the right 
thing to do, so he then played {A and another. 

UNFORTUNATELY
west won, drew trumps and cashed four hearts for -400. 

Declarer can make his contract IF he realises that the only losers 
are three trumps.  Cash {A and then simply play off the minor 
suit winners. 

As long as declarer has one more trump than the opponents, he 
is safe.
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FORCE OPPONENTS TO PLAY 2ND HAND HIGH! 
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UNBLOCK THAT zQ
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=L( 4.'$7(A7.830('"$8'4(7/A(32A$(A#20"($.(A"$(8#(2(B/44"'(=.'(A.8$7L((
(

�1�R�U�W�K���R�S�H�Q�V�����1�7�������(�D�V�W���G�R�X�E�O�H�V��
)*3'(+)('4"$%&"-'(+"'$%*(,)$(8

U8"A$/.4A<(U8"A$/.4A<(U8"A$/.4A

{
x
z
y

������������������
W'R'N''''
�.��������������
W'P'>'T

M'Q'N'T'''
�-��������������
W'>'M'S'''
O'S

'L'P'R''' ''''''''''''W'O'>''
'M'Q''' ''''''''''''''''''L'O'>'S'T''
'O'Q'N'T''''''''' ''''''''''P'R''
���������������������� �������������������������.����������
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Intermediate Bridge - Play and Defence (with a little bit of bidding).

X' 9
���&�� ���'
���1�7�� ���1�7

X' 9'
IX' U9>'
NX' SX

F3244/45($7"(F32>
WPSUT
WPIV
WOIV
LR

�4������
OQ
�.�-������
����

N
�.����
RNT
OPIVMSU

LIVM
MRNUT
MS
WQN

X' 9
Y' IX
I9>' T9>

S
QRT
������������
������

IVQR
�.����������
W
LSUT

WLONT
P
LOPIVN
WR

�-������
WONU
Q
OPIVQ

X' 9
���'�� ���+��
���6�� ���'��
���1�7�� ���&
���'

WST
�.��������
OU
WIVRU �-��

ORS
MQSN
�4������

LIVU
PMT
�$�.�-��
PNT

OMQRN
WNU
IVRT
LQ

X' 9'
���1�7�� ���&
���'�� ���1�7��

A
�.��������
OMQR
MQST

����
LONT'
��������
WLN WR

IVMRSU
WM
��������

LOPIVMQS
W'
OPNU
S

NT
�-����
LIVR
OPIVRT

X' 9
���6�� ���'
UX

LPMR
WO
MQNU
LPR N

RSNUT
LOR
WMUT

WOIVQSUT
Q
������
OQ

��
L P��������
WPIV
����������

X' 9
TX' UX

�4����
QRT
LIVMQT
OP

QRN
P
PNT
LIVQSNU IVUT

�.����������
������
����

WLPS
WOMU
WO
WRT

LPIVR
WLM
WPU
������

������
PQR
�4������
MST

WOMQ
SNT
LIVT
WLN

SN'
�4��������
MQN
OPIVU

x5 LEAD 
ENTRIES?

Count four 
top tricks. 
Do you play 
the xJ? Do 
you win with 
the xK? If 
so, how do 
you get back 
to hand to 
your winning 
clubs?

y�Q LEAD
UNBLOCK xA
Count 11  tricks.
Problem?
Hearts are 
blocked and 
your only entry
has been 
knocked out
Solution?

You don't need 
11 tricks
throw xA on y�A
 

yQ LEAD
DON'T DRAW
Count losers.
If you draw 
trumps 
defenders can 
take 3 tricks! 
Reduce losers 
to 2, before 
giving up the 
lead. Throw 
losing clubs 
on spade 
winners

xJ LEAD 
FINESSE
Not enough 
winners. 
Count 4 losers.
5LVN�ORVLQJ�¿�YH�
tricks to make 
the contract.

Best chance 
¿�QHVVH�WKH�xQ
at trick one.
Throw z2 on xA 

{7 LEAD
RULE OF 7

Count 7 top 
tricks. Extras 
from hearts.
x-�¿�QHVVH�
loses to xQ
now east has 
no spade to 
return.  When 
west wins xA
it is too late! 

x7 LEAD
GETTING TO 
WINNER

xJ - xK - xA
yA & low to yK. 

Now you have 11 
top tricks.
Finesse zQ at 
trick 4 to set up 
a 12th trick while 
you can still get 
to it!

yQ LEAD 
SLOW LOSERS 

Establish two 
winners on which 
to throw diamond 
losers BEFORE 
zA is removed. 
Win yA. Draw 
trumps ending in 
south. Finesse 
xQ. Even if it 
loses, you have 
two winners for 
the diamond 
losers.

T9> UX

���' 'UX

T9> S9>

'SX

WOMQST
T
��������
WLN

�.�-��������
WOP
WPU
����

NU
IVQRN'
LSN
OPIVU

X' 9
IX' U9>'
NX' SX'

yQ LEAD
STRIP & 
THROW IN

Win and draw 
trumps. 

Strip clubs. Play 
xA,  xK and a 3rd 
heart. 

(�:�ZLOO�¿�QG�zQ 
for you!

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y���

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y���

SX

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y���

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y���

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y���

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y���

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y���

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y���
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Intermediate Bridge - Play and Defence (with a little bit of bidding).

QS'
�.�4������
MSNUT
OPQ ''

�$�-��������������
WM''''
LQR'''
�.����

LOM'''
QRNU'''
�-��������
WIVRN
'

X' 9
���6�� ���&
���1�7�� ���6
UX

AT NO COST 
z4 LEAD to zA.  

z10 returned to zK.  3rd diamond ruffed.

{K and {Q cashed. Low club to yK and last trump drawn.

KEY PLAY
There is only one chance to pull in 11 tricks. 

The x9 slow loser is currently protected by xA.

So, can you set up a winner on which x9 can be ditched?

Play a small club from both hands. Yes they break 3-3 and 

you can reach the 4th club on which to throw your losing 

heart.

Q
WLOPMR
PST
OPU

�$�.������
����
LOIV
�$����

PMT
QS
MQRU
IVMRT

OIVSU
IVUT
�$����
LSN

�:�� �1�� �(�� �6�� ��
���+�� �;��� �3�� ���6
TG' TX' Y' UX
`'>%%'-(,%*5'/%,')*'%7",$)##J

WHEN ALL LOOKS BLEAK   x�A,K,Q LEAD
Did you notice east’s hi-lo.

You’ve lost two tricks. An over-ruff would be a third loser and 

the mirrror image in diamonds and clubs  means that you will 

lose a club trick in the end.  One off - or is it?

Why not give them the third heart AND the club loser at the 

same time?

Solution - throw the y2 on west’s xQ!  (Loser on loser).

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y���

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y���

''' ' '
IVNU''''' ' QS'
�-�������������������� �.�4������
WOIV'''''' MSNUT
MSU''''' ' OPQ
''
'

''
�.����
PQU
LOQ
�4������

OIVMRU
WLOT
WR
RT
'

X' 9
���6�� ���&
���+�� ���6

AT NO COST  x6 (or z5) LEAD

You have three obvious losers. (Two clubs and spade ace.)

7KH�FRQWUDFW�DSSHDUV�WR�KLQJH�RQ�\RX�¿�QGLQJ�{J. 

You are fortunate to avoid a club lead but if you tackle 

WUXPSV�¿�UVW��RSSRQHQWV�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�VZLWFK�WR�FOXEV��ZKHUH�
you have two fast losers).

Because leading trumps means giving the lead away, get rid 

of a loser before tackling trumps.

Play zA, then z7 to zK and on the zQ throw y3. 

Even if this IS ruffed, you lose nothing.

With equal trump tenaces in both hands the play of spades 

is a bit of a guess BUT if low to {Q was captured by {A 

return to dummy with xJ and run the {8. (Playing for split 
honours).
For +450 you score 22/28 match points.

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y���

PT
MSN
PNUT
WIVMQ

WSN
��������
����������
LPN

''
������
WOQS
OIVNT
QT

WLQSN
PIVM
WR
PIVS
'

�(�� �6�� �:�� �1
���&�� ���6�� ���1�7��� ���6
Y' Y' Y
`9%('(+"')37.-)4#"'M'0(-8'

AT NO COST  y4 LEAD

East wins yA and continues with yK. With no attractive 

switch available east plays a 3rd club which is ruffed in 

dummy. South cashes {A and {K and get the bad news.

z7 is a slow loser so playing the x-�¿�QHVVH�JDLQV�ZKHQHYHU�
KHDUWV�DUH�����RU�RI�FRXUVH�LI�WKH�¿�QHVVH�ZRUNV�
When hearts break 3-3 your fourth heart provides a ditch for 

the z7. E/W take only two spades and two clubs.

For +140 you score 22/28 match points.

      +110 gets you only13/28

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y���

PIVMT
LRT
�-����
ORU

O
������
LMQU
�$�.������

1/40/45($72$(HY$'2(6'/:?

IVNU
PIVST''
WOIV
MSU'

BRUNTON

BRIDGE CLUB LIVE

CRAMLINGTON 
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Intermediate Bridge - Play and Defence (with a little bit of bidding).

�2�Q���W�K�L�V���K�D�Q�G�����W�K�H���D�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���Q�R�U�W�K���	���H�D�V�W�
�V���K�D�Q�G�V���D�U�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�F�D�O��
�6�R���L�V���W�K�H���O�H�D�G�����D�Q�G���V�R�X�W�K���D�J�D�L�Q���Z�L�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��zP8
�'�H�F�O�D�U�H�U�����V�R�X�W�K�����G�R�H�V���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���D�V���E�H�I�R�U�H��y�$�����D�Q�G���O�R�Z���W�R��yO8
�$�J�D�L�Q�����\�R�X���Z�L�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��yL8
!+)('*%:D

�7�K�L�V���W�L�P�H���\�R�X���G�H�V�S�H�U�D�W�H�O�\���Q�H�H�G���W�R���J�H�W���L�Q�W�R���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�
�V���K�D�Q�G�����I�R�U���D��
3.)&%*3'$%*(.*1)(.%*8'W5).*'.('+)-'(%'4"'+"),(-8
F/'2%1'$),"#"--#2'#")3'(+"'xT'0),(*",':.##'3%':+)('+"'3.3'#)-('(.&"'
)*3',"(1,*')'+"),(8'<%1,' xT':%1#3'0,%&.-"')*'+%*%1,J

<%1'&1-('#")3'(+"'x�������H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J���Q�R���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���L�Q���W�K�L�V���V�X�L�W����
Y),(*",':.##'*%:',"(1,*'2%1,'3.)&%*3-J

{'W'L'
x'IV'R'U
z'R'S'N
y���4���-��������������

�'�X�P�P�\

{'P'Q'R'U'T
x���$��������
z��������
y'M'R'S

@#+/%(&A6&2/)+&'"#$2#

�,�W���L�V���Q�R�W���D�O�Z�D�\�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���W�R���¿���Q�G���H�[�D�F�W�O�\���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���O�H�D�G��
0),(.$1#),#2'./'(+"'4.33.*5'+)-'5.7"*'7",2'#.((#"'):)28

B;)+!5&'"#$2# 

�6�� �:�� ���1�� �(
I {��� ������ ��y' A
���1�7�� ������ ���1�7��

F(':%1#3'4"'*%,&)#'(%'#")3'U(+'+.5+"-(''zU'
�(�D�V�W���S�O�D�\�V��zM':%*'42'X%1(+':.(+'zP8
�'�H�F�O�D�U�H�U���Q�R�Z�����S�O�D�\�V��yW')*3'(+"*'yU'(%:),3-'yO
<%1':.*':.(+'(+"' yL8''9%:':+)(D
�'�H�F�O�D�U�H�U���P�X�V�W���K�D�Y�H���D�F�H���D�Q�G���N�L�Q�J���R�I���G�L�D�P�R�Q�G�V����
���3�D�U�W�Q�H�U���S�O�D�\�H�G���K�L�V���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���G�L�D�P�R�Q�G����
�7�K�U�H�H���G�L�D�P�R�Q�G�V�����D�F�H���R�I���F�O�X�E�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�U�H�H���P�R�U�H���R�Q���W�D�E�O�H��
0#1-'(:%'(%0'-0)3"-':.##'5.7"'-%1(+'(+"'$%*(,)$(8'

X%'2%1,'%*#2'$+)*$"'.-')'+"),('-:.($+8
b1(':+.$+'+"),('3%'2%1'#")3D''Y),(*",'may'(+.*;'2%1'
:)*('2%1,'%,.5.*)#'#")3'%/'3.)&%*3-',"(1,*"38

F*'&.3'5)&"'1-"')((.(13"'#")3-8'
>+"'#%:",'(+"'$),3'F'#")3'(+"'&%,"'F':)*('(+"'-1.('
,"(1,*.*5J
B")3'xT'')*3'0),(*",':.##',"(1,*'+"),(-J

F/'2%1'+)3'#"3'xQ'0),(*",':%1#3':.*')*3',"(1,*'2%1,'
�¿���U�V�W���V�X�L�W��

{����������
x'L'O'Q'T
z'O'IV'Q'U'T
y'L'Q

{'P'Q'R'U'T
x���$��������
z��������
y'M'R'S

{'W'L'
x'IV'R'U
z'R'S'N
y���4���-��������������

{''O'IV'S'N
x''P'M'N
z''W'L'P
y�'W'U'T

{�����������
x'M'Q'N'T
z'W'O'IV'U'T
y'L'Q

{'W'L'
x'IV'R'U
z'R'S'N
y���4���-��������������

{''O'IV'S'N'
x''L'O'P
z''L'P'T
y�'W'U'T

{��������
x'L'O'Q'T
z'O'IV'Q'4'T
y'L'Q

T9>'
42'

-%1(+

Z"="4:"(/4(Q/0([2%"(C(\"20A

�)�8�/�/
�+�$�1�'

T9>'
42'

-%1(+

�&�R�X�Q�W���V�L�J�Q�D�O�V���D�U�H���F�U�X�F�L�D�O���W�R���J�R�R�G���G�H�I�H�Q�F�H�����$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���V�L�P�S�O�H���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H���L�Q���G�H�I�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���V�L�J�Q�D�O�O�L�Q�J���L�V���W�K�D�W���L�Q��
�P�L�G���J�D�P�H�����W�K�H���/�(�$�'���R�I���D���K�L�J�K���F�D�U�G���V�D�\�V���³�1�R���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���L�Q���W�K�L�V���V�X�L�W���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�´��������
�7�K�H���/�(�$�'���R�I���D���O�R�Z���F�D�U�G���V�D�\�V���³�,���O�L�N�H���W�K�L�V���V�X�L�W�´������L%:'c' L.;"'8'H.5+'c'H)("8
G","'.('.-'.*'0,)$(.-"8'
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Intermediate Bridge - Play and Defence (with a little bit of bidding).

CDEF@&G7&HD7DI@&J<KH&G7&HD7DI@LM

y10 LEAD 

�(�D�V�W�¶�V�����V�W���G�R�X�E�O�H���R�I����x'-+%1#3'4"'
();"*')-')'0"*)#(2'a'%/'I9>8
�:�K�H�Q���H�D�V�W���G�R�X�E�O�H�V���D�����Q�G���W�L�P�H�����W�K�L�V��
�L�V���F�R�Q�¿���U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���������������U�D�Q�J�H��
���1�R�W���P�H�U�H�O�\���O�H�D�G���G�L�U�H�F�W�L�Q�J��
!"-(':.(+'%*#2'T'0(-8'();"-'%1('(+"'
3%14#"'(%'Tz')*3'(+)*;/1##2'*%,(+'
4.3-'%*'(%')*'1*&);")4#"'$%*(,)$(8

WOMUT
PM
��
PMRUT IVSN

�$�4����
OQU
WLO

PQ
LIVNU
WLPS
������

�.����
QRT
IVMRNT
IVN

OF COURSE YOU COVER!

Three clubs cashed and then the 
ace of hearts.

Declarer wins the heart 
continuation with xK, and leads 
{J. IF west does not cover this, 
declarer makes the contract - 
and shouldn’t!  

West MUST cover!

Brunton 02 / 08

�6�� �:�� �1�� �(
���1�7�� �3�� ���+�� �;
���6�� �3�� �3�� �;
�3�� ���'�� ���6�� ��

WOP
��������
OPM
LRU QRS

LQR
LNU
OIVQNLIVU

OP
�$������
�$������

��������
WIVMU
IVQS
PM

�6�� �:�� �1�� �(
I9>' Y' T9>

DON’T COVER 
TOUCHING HONOURS

E/W take the 1st four heart tricks. 
West switches to yJ won in 
dummy with yK.

Now zQ is played. East must 
NOT cover. If you do, west’s z10 
is trapped by north’s J9 and a 
¿�QHVVH�ZLOO�EULQJ�LQ�WKH�FRQWUDFW��
When north plays the zJ, 
you can POUNCE, setting up a a 
winner for west. 

x4 LEAD 

9%'-"61"*$"-'%,')*2'%(+",',")-%*'
*%('(%'#")3'U(+'+.5+"-(':+"*'2%1'
+)7"'(:%'+%*%1,-'.*'(+"'-1.(8

�6�� �:�� �1�� �(
I9>' Y' T9>' '

�4��
OMR
�.����
WPIVQN

LIVM
IVQS
PMU
�.������

WQRNT
WPUT
ON
OTPSU

�.����
WIVQST
MS

EAST MUST DECIDE IN CLUBS.
WEST MUST DECIDE IN HEARTS

Declarer plays zQ which holds 
the trick. yQ is next. IF you 
cover, declarer makes 5 clubs, 2 
hearts,1 spade, 1 diamond.
Declarer can never catch your yK 
so keep ducking. - Now he tries 
the xQ. IF west doesn’t cover 
with xK, declarer makes 4 hearts 
and the contract.
On best defence, only seven 
tricks are possible.

�6�� �:�� �1�� �(
I9>' Y' T9>

z6 LEAD 

�1�R�U�W�K���W�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U�V���W�R���V�K�R�Z���¿���Y�H��
�V�S�D�G�H�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���E�L�G�V����x'(%'-+%:'
)'/%1,'$),3'+"),('-1.(':.(+'"*%15+'
0%.*(-'/%,'5)&"8

�6�� �:�� �1�� �(
���1�7�� �3�� ���+�� �3
���6�� �3�� ���+�� �3
T9>

DECLARER IS FISHING!
DON’T BE CAUGHT!

After cashing xA & xK, east 
plays x5 & x7 (showing three)
West switches to z8, won by 
south’s zA.
Now {J is led. (Declarer is trying 
WR�¿�QG�\RXU�{Q - Don’t tell him!)
Partner has only two trumps. 
If you don’t play {5 as smooth as 
silk you have given declarer the 
contract!

LPMR
�4����
WOUT
OM

SU
IVRN
MRS
�$�-��������

WIVQT
PT
LPIVN
LSN�4����

WLQSU
����
QUT'

�6�� �:�� �1�� �(
I9>' Y' T9>

xA LEAD 

X()2&)*')*3'(+"*')*'.*7.()(.%*)#'
T{'.-',).-"3'(%'U{���R�Q���V�R�X�W�K�¶�V��������
$%1*(8

�6�� �:�� �1�� �(
���1�7�� �3�� ���&�� �3
���6�� �3�� ���6�� �3��
UX

As soon as dummy is faced, you should have decided which spade you are going to play!!

O.-"'(24(].4.8'(B/$7(24(].4.8'^

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y���

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y���

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
z
y

{
x
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y���

{
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z
y

{
x
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y

{
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y
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x
z
y���
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Intermediate Bridge - Play and Defence (with a little bit of bidding).

'{'WUT
'x'WPST
�z'PT
�y'ORSN

{���4����
x'LOQU''
z'WLMQ'''
y'PT

T9>
42'

-%1(+

{'PM'''
x������������
z'ORS''
y���$�.��������

�{''LIVQ7N
�x''MN'''
�z��������������
�y''MQ

BUT I HAD TWO STOPS!!
�'�H�I�H�Q�G�L�Q�J�����1�7���D�J�D�L�Q�������S�D�U�W�Q�H�U���O�H�D�G�V��{N
�'�H�F�O�D�U�H�U���S�O�D�\�V���O�R�Z���D�Q�G���\�R�X���Z�L�Q���Z�L�W�K��{L
<%1',"(1,*'{M8'!%*'42'3"$#),",':.(+'{O
!"-('0#)2-' {Q'-155"-(.*5')'+"),('-:.($+8'
�'�H�F�O�D�U�H�U���S�O�D�\�V���D���F�O�X�E���W�R���W�K�H���M�D�F�N��

�'�R���\�R�X���Z�L�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��yOD''
�<�R�X���K�D�Y�H���W�Z�R���V�W�R�S�V���V�R���L�W���O�R�R�N�V���V�D�I�H���G�R�H�V�Q�
�W���L�W�"

�8�Q�I�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H�O�\�����\�R�X���G�R�Q�
�W���K�D�Y�H���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���V�S�D�G�H���I�R�U��
�S�D�U�W�Q�H�U���E�X�W���\�R�X���Z�L�Q���D�Q�G���V�Z�L�W�F�K���W�R���D���K�H�D�U�W�����'�H�F�O�D�U�H�U��
:.*-')*3'0#)2-')*%(+",'$#14'(%'(+"'])$;8'H+'3"),'+"'
-(.##'+)-'(+"'{W8

F/'2%1'+)3'31$;"3'(+"'yP''.*.(.)##2'3"$#),",'$%1#3'*%('
"-()4#.-+'(+"'$#14'-1.(8

DECLARER IS OUT DUCKED BY WEST?! 
�2�Q���W�K�L�V���O�D�\�R�X�W���G�H�F�O�D�U�H�U���Q�H�H�G�V���W�R���¿���Q�H�V�V�H��{O'(%'
"-()4#.-+'-0)3"-')*3'&);"'(+"'$%*(,)$(8

F@'3"$#),",':.*-'xO':.(+' x�.���D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�S�D�G�H���¿���Q�H�V�V�H��
�I�D�L�O�V�����H�D�V�W���Z�L�O�O���S�O�D�\���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���K�H�D�U�W�����W�K�U�R�X�J�K��x�-�����L�Q�W�R��
2%1,'#%7"#2'+"),(':.**",-8
�'�H�F�O�D�U�H�U���V�K�R�X�O�G���G�X�F�N���D�W���W�U�L�F�N�������D�Q�G���K�R�S�H���W�K�D�W���Z�K�H�Q��
+"'0#)2-'x�.���R�Q���H�D�V�W�¶�V��x�����U�H�W�X�U�Q����60/&$%#&2)""6&
#(0/*5 '(%':.*'(+"' xW')*3'0#)2'4)$;'(%'(+"'xP8
�'�X�F�N���K�L�V���W�H�P�S�W�L�Q�J��xL8'<%1,'zL'.-'*%(')*'"*(,2J

DON’T DUCK!  DELIBERATE
�2�Q���W�K�L�V���V�O�L�J�K�W�O�\���D�O�W�H�U�H�G���O�D�\�R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���1���6���F�D�U�G�V����
(+","'.-'*%'*""3'/%,'3"$#),",'(%'31$;' xO'4"$)1-"'(+"'
�V�S�D�G�H���¿���Q�H�V�V�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���P�D�G�H��)(+0'2%1,'+)*38''W-'#%*5'
�D�V���\�R�X���D�U�H���R�Q���O�H�D�G�����G�H�F�O�D�U�H�U�
�V��xP�����D�U�H���V�D�I�H��
F/'3"$#),",'40#2���G�X�F�N�����,�¶�P���D�I�U�D�L�G���K�H�¶�V���D���G�H�D�G���G�X�F�N��

$V�LV�RIWHQ�WKH�FDVH��GHFODUHU¶V�¿�QHVVH�IDLOV��ERWK�
$/%"A<(G_6(H!6,G\9!]H!(D9KKHI!E

'{'LM
'x'IVRSU
�z'MQRN
�y'WON

''

{���$����
x������
z'SU
y'LPIVQUT

'

{'OIVS'''
x'WOPQ
z���$�.�4������
y������

�{'PQR5U
�x'LMT'''
�z'PIVT
�y'MS

''''''''''

{''PQU''
x������������
z'OR'''

y���$�.��������

'{'WT
'x'WPST
�z'PST
�y'ORSN

Z8:?/45(/4(Z"="4:"
F/'0),(*",'%*#2'+)3'(:%'
-0)3"-'2%1,'0#)2':%1#3'
�V�D�F�U�L�¿���F�H���D���W�U�L�F�N�����E�X�W���\�R�X��
-+%1#3',.-;'(+)('(%'5.7"'
2%1,-"#/'(+"'&"A$(:724:"'
%/'-"((.*5'(+"'$%*(,)$(8

<%1'#")3'{R')*3'),"'"$-()(.$'(%'+)7"'/%1*3'
�S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�¶�V��{W8'G'/05"(/A(2(5'"2$(52%"E���(�D�V�W��
31(./1##2',"(1,*-'(+"'{U��G.5+"-('/,%&'UAT^'
)*3'2%1':.*' {L8

WHOOPS!
F('#%%;"3'-%'%47.%1-'(%':.*')*3'$#"),'(+"'
�V�X�L�W�����E�X�W�����������\�R�X���Q�R�Z���U�H�D�O�L�V�H���W�K�D�W���E�U�L�G�J�H��
%//",-'$%*-()*('#"--%*-'.*'+1&.#.(2D

<%1'-+%1#3'+)7"'31$;"3'(+"'-0)3"',"(1,*'
+%0.*5'(+)('2%1,'0),(*",'$%1#3'5"('.*')5).*'
(%'#")3')*%(+",'-0)3"J'

WOPIVR
MR
PQ
�$�-���� LMS

OUT
OIVRS
QST

QT
�.�-��
�$��������
LOU
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z�
y

T9>
42'

-%1(+
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y
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z�
y

T9>
42'

-%1(+

������
WIVQSN
LN
IVRN
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MR
WPMQ
�$�-����

WOQRT
�.�-��
������
LOU
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y
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x�
z�
y
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OUT
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y

{�
x�
z�
y

�.����
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Intermediate Bridge - Play and Defence (with a little bit of bidding).

'{'PQRNU
'x'ORNU
�z'QT
'y'ST

{'OM
x���.�-��������
z'LMR'''
y���$�-��

{'IVT'''
x'WIV'
z'WOIVS''
y'OMQNU

�{�����$�.����
�x''MQ'''
�z�����-������
�y''LIVR

6DFUL¿�FLQJ�+RQRXUV�LQ�'HIHQFH
�6�� �:�� �1�� �(
I9>' Y' ��y` ' Y
��{' Y' Y' Y

!"-('#")3-' x�����W�R���H�D�V�W�¶�V��xW8''xIV',"(1,*'(%'xL8''W'T,3'+"),('#"38

F@'")-(',1//-':.(+'{T'3"$#),",'$)*'%7",A,1//')*3'3,):'' '
�G�H�I�H�Q�G�H�U�¶�V���W�U�X�P�S�V���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���O�R�V�V����
%\�UXI¿�QJ�ZLWK�{10, you establish partner’s {Q. 

PIVS
LQ
WOIVSU
WMN

WNU
PMRNT
M
LOSU OQRT

����
LRN
IVQRT

{�
x�
z�
y{�

x�
z�
y

{�
x�
z�
y

{�
x�
z�
y

�.����
WOIVU
�-������
�-��

YOU

YOU

`) y(I"%"%&"'($72$(>.8(:24(8A"(
!$2>%24(B/$7(4.(#./4$A(B7"4(>.8(
72-"(VaT(/4($7"(%2b.'AL

'{'WPMN
'x'A
�z���4�-������
'y����������

{'LIVS
x'MRNT'
z'IVQT'''
y'WPS

��x
42'-%1(+

{'OQU'''
x���.������
z'WRU''
y'OIVNT

{�����������
x''WOPIVQU������
z''LS
y''LQ

YOU

!"-('#")3-' z�������W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W��zT':%1#3'0,%&.-"')'&1$+'+.5+",'
�K�R�Q�R�X�U�����(�D�V�W���U�H�D�G�V���W�K�L�V���O�H�D�G���D�V���D���G�R�X�E�O�H�W�R�Q���D�Q�G���K�R�O�G�V���R�I�I����
�'�H�F�O�D�U�H�U���Z�L�Q�V���Z�L�W�K��z�.�����F�D�V�K�H�V��xW')*3'#")3-'xOD'
�(�D�V�W���Z�L�Q�V��xL')*3'$)-+"-' zW8
!"-(':),*-'(+)('+"'$)**%(',1//'42'0#)2.*5' z�����������0�8�'��
�(�D�V�W���V�Z�L�W�F�K�H�V���W�R��yT'A'yL'A'yW8''

9H!')';"2'3"$.-.%*J
�7�K�H���O�H�D�G���K�D�V���V�H�W���X�S���G�L�D�P�R�Q�G���Z�L�Q�Q�H�U�V���L�Q���G�X�P�P�\����
�$�1�'���G�H�F�O�D�U�H�U���K�D�V���D�Q���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���H�Q�W�U�\���Z�L�W�K��{W8'
�'�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H���O�R�Z���F�O�X�E���V�Z�L�W�F�K�����S�U�R�P�L�V�L�Q�J���D�Q���K�R�Q�R�X�U���������Z�H�V�W���O�H�D�G�V��
{�.�������0�H�U�U�L�P�D�F���&�R�X�S�������'�H�F�O�D�U�H�U���Z�L�Q�V��{W')*3'$)-+"-' z�4����
(+,%:.*5')'$#148'!+"*' z�-����L�V���O�H�G�����H�D�V�W���U�X�I�I�V�����V�R�X�W�K���R�Y�H�U���U�X�I�I�V���D�Q�G��
:"-('%7",A,1//-'(+"'%7",',1//'(%'#")3')'$#148
�$�I�W�H�U���G�U�D�Z�L�Q�J���W�U�X�P�S�V�����G�H�F�O�D�U�H�U���D�V�V�X�P�H�V���W�K�D�W��{O'.-':.(+':"-(')*3'
�F�R�Q�¿���G�H�Q�W�O�\���O�H�D�G�V���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V��{�-�������(�D�V�W���Z�L�Q�V��{O')*3':+"*':"-(':.*-'
(+"'{���������W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W���L�V���V�H�W��
N&:#!"$%#%&BHDIO:&(0;&2)A'"6&%/..&$&!"/1&$(4&4%$;&+%/A'29

THE MERRIMAC COUP
is where a player (usually a defender) sacrifi ces a high card in 
order to eliminate a vital entry from an opponent’s hand (usually 
a dummy). It was named after American steam ship Merrimac, 
which was sunk during the Spanish-American War in 1898 in 
Santiago de Cuba in an attempt to bottle up the Spanish fl eet.

���6
42'-%1(+

�6�R�X�W�K���S�O�D�\�V���L�Q����x''!"-('#")3-' {P8'
�,�I���K�H�D�U�W���¿���Q�H�V�V�H���L�V���Z�U�R�Q�J���\�R�X���F�D�Q���F�R�X�Q�W���D���O�R�V�H�U���L�Q���H�D�F�K���V�X�L�W��
�,�Q���V�S�D�G�H�V�����\�R�X�U���O�R�V�H�U���L�V���D��2"0; '#%-",8'!+","'$)*'.('5%D
�7�K�H���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���L�V���Q�R�W���G�L�I�¿���F�X�O�W���E�X�W���G�R���\�R�X���W�U�\���W�K�H���W�U�X�P�S���¿���Q�H�V�V�H�����V�W�"
7D �����,�I���L�W���O�R�V�H�V�����D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���V�S�D�G�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���S�O�D�\�H�G���E�H�I�R�U�H���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H��
"-()4#.-+"3'(+"'$#14':.**",'%*':+.$+'(+"'#%-.*5'-0)3"'$)*'4"'
(+,%:*8'
!.*' {�.�����N�H�H�S�L�Q�J��{�$���D�V���D�Q���H�Q�W�U�\���W�R���W�K�H���F�O�X�E�V�������$�W���W�U�L�F�N�������O�H�D�G��yP8
�,�I���Z�H�V�W���G�X�F�N�V�����F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���Z�L�W�K��y����
W-'(+"'$),3-'#."'2%1'$)*'&);"'IV'(,.$;-8

��x
42'-%1(+

OQT
����������
�4������
LM

������
LSN
PN
PIVRUT MS

R
LIVMQU
�4��������

{�
x�
z�
y{�

x�
z�
y

{�
x�
z�
y

{�
x�
z�
y

WLPIVU
WOPMT
WT
W

X%1(+'0#)2-'.*'S{''!"-('#")3-' xU8'
�7�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U���K�D�Q�G���D�V���W�K�H���P�D�V�W�H�U���K�D�Q�G�����D���T�X�L�F�N���F�K�H�F�N���V�K�R�Z�V���W�K�D�W��
2%1'+)7"'(:%'2"0;���O�R�V�H�U�V�������$���V�S�D�G�H���	���G�L�D�P�R�Q�G������
<%1'-+%1#3'4"')4#"'(%'(+,%:'zN'%*')'+"),(':.**",'41('2%1':.##'
*""3')'(,1&0'#"/('.*'31&&2'(%',1//' zT8

�2�Q���D���G�L�D�P�R�Q�G���O�H�D�G�����\�R�X���Q�H�H�G���W�U�X�P�S�V���W�R���E�U�H�D�N�����������$�1�'���W�K�H��
3"/"*3",':.(+'(+,""'(,1&0-'(%'+%#3')('#")-('(+,""'+"),(-8'
!.*' xW')*3'$)-+'{W')*3'{�.�����Z�K�H�Q���W�U�X�P�S�V���E�U�H�D�N�����O�H�D�G��xT'(%'
xL')*3' xN'(%'xO8'H*'x�-�����W�K�U�R�Z���O�R�V�L�Q�J��zT8

�,�W�¶�V���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���S�O�D�\���R�Q���D���G�L�D�P�R�Q�G���R�U���F�O�X�E���O�H�D�G�����E�X�W���I�H�Z�H�U���Z�R�U�U�L�H�V����

S{
42'-%1(+

D7"'"(Z.(!3.B(\.A"'A([.^

YOU


