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This terms course is designed to recap on basic 
bidding and to suggest some more precise methods 
for intermediate players with regular partners.   
Although limit bids do not necessarily close the auction, they 
warn partner that  any further action should only be taken 
if  they have extra strength that has not yet been shown.  

Strong bids are often limit bids, ‘Invitional bids’ are actually 
limit bids.  and,  weak hands  are initially often forcing.



LIMIT BIDS AND FORCING BIDS 

2 Inga & Neil Aiston  SEPTEMBER. 2016

!"## $%&'$(#)*$&(%$#&+#&,%-$#.'-&#/#*&#&,%#0%1%0#2+'#3*(#*44+$5 
W E  W E  W E  W E  W E
1�x 2�x  1�x 3�x  1�x 1�{   1�x 1NT  1�z 1�{
      2�y 2�x  2�y Pass  2�x 3�z 
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There are three types of LIMIT BID that tell partner that you have bid as high as you can afford:
1. When you return partner to their suit - you do so  AT THE LEVEL YOU CAN AFFORD
2. When you rebid your own suit - you do so AT THE LEVEL YOU CAN AFFORD 
3. When you bid No Trumps* 
 
In the examples shown below  green shows FORCING bids,  red shows  LIMIT bids.

6"## $%7-5#2+'$#+8(##.'-&#/#*&#&,%#0%1%0#2+'#3*(#*44+$5 
W E  W E  W E  W E  W E
1�x 2�y  1�x 1�{   1�x 1�{   1�z 1NT  1�z 1�{
2�x   2�x   2�y 2�{   2�y Pass  3�y 3�{  
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Of course making a LIMIT BID does not necessarily close the auction - but it is a warning that IF  
partner bids on,  s/he does so because of extra strength that s/he hasn’t yet had a chance to show.

PARTNER  BIDS  ON -  AFTER  partner’s  LIMIT BID 
W E  W E  W E  W E  W E
1�x 1NT  1�x 1�{   1�y 1�{   1�x 2�y  1�{  2�y
2NT ,4?4%  1NT 4�{   2�y 2�x C':D4"5 2�x 2�{  C':D4"5 2�z 4�{  
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*All the red bids shown above are advising partner that you have reached the limit of what you can afford. 
BUT if you are in a GAME FORCING SITUATION  e.g. 1�x    -   2�y
         2NT -   3�x shows three hearts on the way to game!

I CANNOT AFFORD TO BID ANY HIGHER 1.



LIMIT BIDS AND FORCING BIDS 

3 Inga & Neil Aiston  SEPTEMBER. 2016

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1�x 1NT

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1�x *2�x

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1�x 2�x��
Pass

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1�x 2�x��
3�x

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1�x 2�x��
2NT

!"#$%&'"!(# )*+,+-).+'#  
 
!"#$%&"'()"'"&*(+,-./("*("0'1.(-12&"&3*."*&"(/."+//)4"5*6*."
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With fewer than 17 pts west should PASS east’s limit bid. 
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I CANNOT AFFORD TO BID ANY HIGHER 2.
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QJ7
Q872
43
KJ98
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AKJ3
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Q1095
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I CANNOT AFFORD TO BID ANY HIGHER 3.
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North’s rebid shows 5/4 in hearts and diamonds, AND 
the rebid is below the barrier. This limits the strength 
of the hand to 11 pts up to a maximum of 16. 
 
North has offered two suits. South has a minimum 
hand and needs to stop the auction. S/he does this by 
returning partner to the preferred suit at the level that 
south can afford. 
NOTICE this does not show a FIT. It is simply the 
better of the two suits offered. North must not get 
excited thinking that there is a fit.  
It is a FULL STOP!!!

A similar hand, but this time south has TWO MORE 
of north’s 2nd suit than the first suit. After north’s 
limit bid  of 2�z, south recognises that a game 
contract cannot be reached. Therefore south gives suit 
preference to the 2nd suit BY PASSING!!  

 
IF north had held 17+ pts. the rebid would have been 
higher than the barrier of 2�x! i.e . the rebid would 
have been 3�z

North’s hand hasn’t changed and south is STILL 
sitting with a weak hand. This time however south has 
a SIX card suit and is therefore entitled to reject both 
of partner’s suits and give preference to his own suit, 
spades.   
 
 
NOTE that this is also a LIMIT BID which north 
should respect.  It will close the auction.

I CANNOT AFFORD TO BID ANY HIGHER 4.



LIMIT BIDS AND FORCING BIDS 

6 Inga & Neil Aiston  SEPTEMBER. 2016

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

XUEC
cHE
O;IT
b;IY

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

JTY
XbUC
bH!Y
EC

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

;IH!
O;IT
XUJ
cUJ!

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

Ocb
J!Y
cEC
OXHT

N S 
1�y 1NT
3NT
 

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

ObYE
X!YE
OTY
YC

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

cU!
ObTC
UJ!EC
U

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

;IT
;IU
Xb;IH
c;IJ!E

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

XHJC
cHJ
c
OXbHT

N S 
1�y 3�y

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

O;IU!
HJ!EC
cH
EC

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

JTY
ObTY
b;ITEC
c

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

bH
XcU
J!Y
O;IUJ!

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

XcEC
;I
OXU
XbHTY

N S 
1�y 2�y��
2�{ �� 3�x��
3NT
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-(1%$&%5#:-(+$#$*-.%#6"  

*(+&,%$#.'7&0%#:-(+$#.'-&#$*-.%" 
 

North opens the bidding with a five card minor suit. 
 
The hand could be many shapes and any strength from 
11 up to 19 pts. It might 5/4 with a major, it might be 6/5 
in clubs and diamonds , it could be a balanced 15+ hand. 
 
South has minimum responding  values and a fit with 
partner’s minor.  (Where are the majors you might ask?)  
 
South could show weakness and a fit by responding 2�y 
but that is unlikely to stop west from showing one (or 
both majors) Before west gets a chance to show what he 
has, a responding bid of 3�y from south might make it 
difficult. How does north know that south is weak?  
3�y normally shows 10-12 points!  
Well, like all bidding you must agree this with partner 
before you start playing!!!! 
 

Hand 2. illustrates another reason why this convention  
is worthy of consideration. 
 
This time south has a much better hand and would 
normally respond 3�y (10/12 pts.) This would 
unfortunately take up a lot of bidding space, making it 
hard to explore a NT contract.  
 
North *knows that 2�y shows about 10 pts and bids 2�{  
to tell partner that this suit is OK for NTs.  
South can now show north a good stop in hearts and this 
makes it easy for north to bid 3NT. 
 
INVERTED MINOR RAISES
1�y - 2�y = 10 ish pts. 
1�y - 3�y = 6 - 8 pts.  
* Because they have agreed before hand!!!! 
 
 
 
While on the subject of LIMIT raises in minor suits, 
here is a very specialised responding bid in clubs.  
This ONLY applies to CLUB opening and responses! 
After a 1�y opening, and responder does not have a four 
card suit to bid - other than clubs! 
 
Responder bids 1NT to show PRECISELY 9 HCPs. 
 
If you decide to play INVERTED MINOR RAISES  
With 6-8 pts. respond  3�y. With 10ish pts. respond  2�y 

If you don’t play INVERTED MINOR RAISES  
With 6-8 pts. respond 2�y .With 10ish pts. respond  3�y 
  
  

INVERTED MINOR RAISES
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�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

LIMIT YOUR HAND after intervention

W N E S 
1H 1S P P 
X P 2C

K943
J5
K98
7542

EAST

"

The main tip here is that after intervention, your1NT, should be stronger.   Not 6-9 - but around about 9/10

 
3+:)%&-(;#/#8-&,+'&#%<3-&-(;#)*$&(%$#&++#:'3,  
In the examples shown below green shows FORCING bids  and  red shows LIMIT bids""

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

K94
J62
K982
54

EAST

O."-a3',"N3,(-1'9*,*.7"'()"'&&36*(+".8'."7/31"0'1.(-1"
P(/>&"d�������������\�P�I�\�¼�T�T���L�W��e""-'&."?/3,)"&8/>"&300/1."O<Q"
>-'P(-&&"/("-'?8"/:".8-&-"8'()&4 "
"
After a single raise west should NOT bid freely again 
unless he is a 5 loser or has 17 ish points. 
IF, after west’s pass, north were to bid 2�{ , east  must 
leave any further action to west who is in ‘protective 
position’. If west then bid 3�x, it is merely competitive.  
NOT an invitation to bid 4�x.

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

K94 
J652
J832
54

EAST

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W N E S
1H P 1NT X 
2C  2S 3D P 
P

943
J
K986432
Q4

EAST

O:.-1";�xB"-'&."6'P-&"'",*6*."9*)"/:";<=4"S-&."1-9*)&"C�y4"
�(�D�V�W���U�H�M�H�F�W�V���E�R�W�K���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���V�X�L�W�V���W�R���E�L�G�����z4"M'&.">'&">*&-"
�W�R���P�D�N�H���D�����1�7�����/�,�0�,�7���%�,�'���¿�U�V�W�����������z"[LA="9-"0'&&-)4"
"
f/3"?'((/."6'P-"'":/1?*(+"9*)"':.-1"8'N*(+"6')-"'",*6*."9*)4 "

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W N E S
1H 1S X P 
2C  2D 2H P

K10
J96
A982
J432

EAST

�7�K�L�V���W�L�P�H���H�D�V�W���G�R�H�V���K�D�Y�H���D�Q�������F�D�U�G���¿�W���L�Q���K�H�D�U�W�V��
�(�D�V�W�¶�V���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���;���V�K�R�Z�H�G���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���W�Z�R���V�X�L�W�V����������"
�$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H�������F�O�X�E�V�����W�K�H�����������¿�W���L�Q���K�H�D�U�W�V��
�O�R�R�N�V���O�L�N�H���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���V�S�R�W�����$���P�D�M�R�U���V�X�L�W���D�Q�G���R�Q�H���W�U�L�F�N��
�I�H�Z�H�U���W�R���¿�Q�G��"

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

94
85
9852
Q7542

EAST
�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

K943
J52
K98
Q42

EAST

W�:�L�W�K���R�Q�O�\�������S�W�V�����D�Q�G���Q�R���¿�W�������E�X�W��
8/,)*(+"'")-?-(."&./0"*(".8-"/00/ ^
(-(.2&"&3*."^">-"&3++-&.""%OAA4"
S8-("0'1.(-1")/39,-&B"7/3")/"(/."
8'N-".8-"#$%&"./"&-.";�{ B"&/"9*)"
;<="./"&8/>".8-"&./0B":->-1".8'("
E"8-'1.&"'()":->-1".8'("U"#$%&4

�:�L�W�K�������������S�W�V�������Q�R���R�E�Y�L�R�X�V���¿�W�������E�X�W��
'"A%OQM"A=F%B"9*)";<="'."7/31"
;&.".31(4"F(".8*&"'3?.*/(B">-&."8'&"
!"8-'1.&"'()"?,/&-"./"'"T",/&-1"
�,�I���Z�H�V�W���K�D�G���J�D�P�H���Y�D�O�X�H�V���D�Q�G���¿�Y�H^
8-'1.&B">-&."?'("?3-"9*)"C�{ ���W�R���¿�Q�G��
>8-.8-1"-'&."8'&".81--"8-'1.&4"

W N E S 
1H 1S WP P 
X P 1NT

W N E S 
1H 1S 1NT P 
3H P 4H

W N E S 
1H 1S 2H 

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

K94
J652
K982
54

EAST

O:.-1"'"g"97"/00/(-(.&"-'&."?/3,)"Z&.1-.?82"'",*..,-B""
'+'*("./"6'P-"*."8'1)-1":/1"/00/(-(.&"./"+-."*(./
.8-"'3?.*/(4"=8*&"1'*&-B"after the double, 63&."(/."
9-"&--("'&"'("*(N*.'.*/("./"9*)"/(4" "
G."*&"6-1-,7"?/60-.*.*N-4"
G("+1-7"*&".8-"&'6-"8'()"'&"&8/>("01-N*/3&,7"
'&"'"WC�x"1-&0/(&-4"=8-"1-'&/(".8'."7/3"6*+8.""
9*)"E�x"/(".8*&"'3?.*/("*&".8'.".8-"T"?'1)"&0')-""
&3*."8'&"(/.""9--("&8/>(4"['P-"*."8'1)":/1".8-64

W N E S 
1H X 3H 

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

K9 
J8652
98632
5

*EAST

S*.8"/(,7"C"0.&"7/3"63&."9*)@

" "
"

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

K9 
J8652
98632
5

*EAST
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�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

weak openings  & poor responding hands

W E
1H 1S 
2H  P

K9432
J
K986
542

EAST

�:�L�W�K�������S�W�V�����D�Q�G���Q�R���¿�W�����W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W���L�V���J�R�L�Q�J���Q�R�Z�K�H�U�H��"
M'&."&8/3,)"(/.")*+".8-"8/,-"'(7")--0-14"

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1H 1S 
2H  2S

KJ9432
6
K982
54

EAST

O,.8/3+8"/0-(-12&"C�x"*&"'",*6*."9*)B">*.8"&*D"
+//)"&0')-&B""-'&."?'("6'P-"'",*6*."9*)"">8*?8"
&8/3,)"9-"0'&&-)4"S*.8"'",/(+"&3*."*("each handB""
*."*&"9-..-1"./"0,'7".8-"?/(.1'?.":1/6".8-">-'P"8'()4""

 
In the examples shown below green shows FORCING bids  &  red shows LIMIT bids""

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1H 1S 
2C  2H

K9432
J6
Q82
542

EAST

S-&.2&"C�y"1-9*)"&8/>&"T"8-'1.&B"Y"?,39&"'()";;^;!"0.&4"
`'6-"*&"(/."0/&&*9,-4"M'&."&8/3,)"1-.31("0'1.(-1"./".8-"
���������¿�W���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O���S�O�D�\���E�H�W�W�H�U���W�K�D�Q������������"
�7�K�L�V���µ�V�X�L�W���S�U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�¶���E�L�G���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H���D���¿�W��"
WS*.8"".8-"C()"8'()B"-'&.">*,,"0'&&"C�y"9-?'3&-"-'&."8'&"
=SF"[FhM"?,39&".8'("8-'1.&4"

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1H 1S 
2C  3H

K10943
J96
A982
4

EAST

�7�K�L�V���W�L�P�H���H�D�V�W���G�R�H�V���K�D�Y�H���D�Q�������F�D�U�G���¿�W���L�Q���K�H�D�U�W�V���$�1�'��
�W�K�H�������+�&�3�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�F�R�P�H����������3 for a singleton. V""
�6�R���Z�L�W�K���D�Q�������O�R�V�H�U���K�D�Q�G���H�D�V�W���F�D�Q���M�X�P�S���W�R�����xB"
93.".8*&"*&"&.*,,"'"5G[G="]GQ4"S-&."&8/3,)"F<5f"
9*)"/("*:"8-"*&"better".8'("'"J",/&-1@"

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

K9432
J
982
K542

*EAST

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1H 1NT 
2C  2D

943
J
K986432
Q4

EAST

O:.-1";�xB"-'&."6'P-&"'",*6*."9*)"/:";<=4"S-&."1-9*)&"C�y4"
�(�D�V�W���U�H�M�H�F�W�V���E�R�W�K���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���V�X�L�W�V���W�R���E�L�G�����z4"M'&.">'&">*&-"
�W�R���P�D�N�H���D�����1�7�����/�,�0�,�7���%�,�'���¿�U�V�W�����������z"[LA="9-"0'&&-)4"
$
-&),$."/0#$"'01$2+))$345$.(,6$+$7+0+'8&#$39:3;$8"/',<$
=>&&$7&0".?"

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1H 1S 
2H 
       or 
1NT pass 

9752
10
KQ852
J43

EAST

OPTIONS -  CHOICES -  DECISIONS 
S-&."?/3,)"1-'&/('9,7"/0-("; �x"'()"1-9*)"C�xB"93."
8'N*(+"./"1-9*)"&3?8"'"0//1"&3*.B">/1P&"9'),7"8-1-4"
�$�����1�7���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J�����������������E�D�O�D�Q�F�H�G���������Z�R�U�N�V���E�H�W�W�H�U��
>*.8".8*&">-&."8'()"^"93."(/."',>'7&@@""

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

Q5
AK9763
A72
76

WEST

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

A43
J9632
AJ9
Q2

WEST
�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

KQ
A9863
Q10
J853

WEST

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1H 1NT 
pass

943
J
K986432
Q4

EAST

O:.-1";�xB"-'&."6'P-&"'",*6*."9*)"/:";<=4""
=8-"/(,7".*6-".8'.">-&.">*,,"0'&&B">*,,"9-">8-("&K8-"
8/,)&"'"]O5O<$MQ"8'()">*.8";TK;!"#$%& "
"
G:")*'6/()"91-'P"C^C"-'&."?/3,)"-()"30"6'P*(+"U".1*?P&@

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

KQ5
Q10863
Q10
AK8

WEST
�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1H 4H 
       

97
KJ10954
Q852
6

EAST

 
�%�H�I�R�U�H���V�D�F�U�L�¿�F�L�Q�J���L�Q�����x"-'&.2&"/(,7"a3-&.*/("&8/3,)"
9-">8-.8-1"/1"(/.">-&."8'&":/31".1*?P&"./"&-."Y�{ @"
M'&."?'((/."1-',*&.*?',,7"01/N*)-"'(7")-:-(&*N-"
.1*?P&"^"*:"<KA"937".8-"?/(.1'?.4"
=8-1-:/1-"'"01-^-60.*N-"1'*&-"./"Y�x"6*+8."9-".8-"
9-&."?/31&-"/:"'?.*/(4

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

J43
AQ632
K
QJ72

WEST
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=8-"?/(?-0.".8'."6'(7"&.*,,"&--6"./"9-"&.13++,*(+">*.8B"*&".8'."/0-(-1"&8/3,)"(/."1-9*)"8*+8-1""
.8'("C"/:".8-"/0-(*(+"&3*."^"L<5MAA"/0-(-1"8'&"'"N-17"+//)"/0-(*(+"8'()"/:";J_4" "
Having opened 1�y, with 11- 16 pts., there is a barrier for the rebid of 2�y

XJ!EC
cC"
XHE"
UHJ

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

;IJ
XbJT"
cU"
OcbEC

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

O&"7/3"?'("&--B"*:">-&.2&"1-9*)"*&"8*+8-1".8'("C""
/:"8*&"/0-(*(+"&3*.B"-'&.">/3,)"9-":/1?-)"./"9*)"'.""
.8-"E",-N-,"./"&8/>"&3*."01-:-1-(?-":/1"?,39&4
"
"
#'N*(+"/0-(-)"; �yB">-&."&8/3,)"8'N-";J_"0/*(.&"
./"6'P-"'(7"9*)"'9/N-".8-"9'11*-1"/:"C�y4"
S8-(">-&."QFMA"#F5Q";J_"0.&4"*."*&"-a3',,7"
>1/(+"./"1-9*)"/(,7 "C�y4

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

A7
KJ75 
Q9 
AQJ32

WEST          EAST

XJ!EC
cC"
XHE"
UHJ

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

WEST            EAST

S " M
;$" " ;A"
2H "

S " M
;$" " ;A"
2H 3NT "

S " M
;$" " ;A"
2$" 0'&&

S " M
;$" " ;A"
2$

P

P

O

O

+)%(%$=.#$%1%$.%#7-5##*##$%3*)

THE BARRIER

Opening hands with 12 -16$ $ $ $ $$$$$Opening hands with 17+

cC"
OJEC""
OXHJE
X;I

f/3"""""%'1.(-1
"; �z""^""""C�y
 2�x

XbJC"
OcHEC""
XJ"
cU

f/3""""""%'1.(-1
"; �x""""^""""C�z
"C�{

"
#/>-N-1
G:"7/31"0'1.(-1"9*)&" '"
(->"&3*."'.".8-"C",-N-,B"
&8/>*(+";I_"0.&4""7/3"
?/3,)"6'P-" '" 1-N-1&-"
9*)"/(";T"0.&4"./"-(&31-"
.8'."7/3"9*)"./"+'6-4" "

�{��XT""
�x��OJ"""
�z��OXHJE
�y��X;IUE

S8-("7/31"&-?/()"
&3*."*&"0".&@$1'(P*(+"
�W�K�D�Q�� �\�R�X�U�� �¿�U�V�W�� �V�X�L�W����
�\�R�X���Q�H�H�G���W�R���M�X�P�S���D��
,-N-," /:" 9*))*(+" ./"
&8/>" .8-" 1-N-1&-4

Opening hand 
with 15+

S*.8"17+"0.&4"7/31"1-9*)"&8/3,) "9-"'" 
@&A&@)&$7(# ./"&8/>"7/31"&.1-(+.84""-4+4

With only 12-16 pts,  opener's rebid is limited to bids which are 
not higher than two of the opening suit.

XT""
OJ"""
OXHJ"
X;IUEC

f/3""""""%'1.(-1
; �y"""""""""";�{
C�z

O"""
OJEC""
OXHJE
X;IY  

N
o 

ba
rr

ie
r

XbJC"
OcHEC""
UJ"
cU

f/3"""""%'1.(-1

"; �x""""""""C�z
"C�x����<F="C�{ V

UC"
OJEC""
OXHJE
X;I

f/3"""""%'1.(-1
; �z""""^"""";�{
C�z�����1�2�7�����xV

E�z

E�y

C<=

C�{

C�x

C�z

C�y

;<=

; �{ "

; �x

; �z

; �y

�{
�x
�z
�y

�{
�x
�z
�y

���z

���y��

���T�Z

���{

���x

���z

���x

���z

���y��

���T�Z

���{

���x

�{
�x
�z
�y

f/3"""""%'1.(-1
"; �z"""" "";�{
"C�x

f/3"""""%'1.(-1
; �z����"""""";�{
E�y

�{
�x
�z
�y

�{
�x
�z
�y

�{
�x
�z
�y

"""]'11*-1 """]'11*-1

G:""7/3"/0-(";�x"7/31"1-9*)"
&8/3,)"(/."9-"8*+8-1".8'("C�x

G:""7/3"/0-(";�z"7/31"1-9*)"
&8/3,)"(/."9-"8*+8-1".8'("C�z

�6�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���I�R�X�U���F�D�U�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�����W�R���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�
�V���P�D�M�R�U���L�V���1�2�7���D���U�H�Y�H�U�V�H�����H���J����
" " """" """"""O,.8/3+8"C�{ "*&"/N-1"7/31"i9'11*-1iB"7/3"
" " " """"""'1-"&*60,7"&8/>*(+":/31"?'1)"&300/1.4
" " " """"""

f/3""""""%'1.(-1
"; �x""""^""";�{
"C�{

f/31"8'() f/31"8'()

f/31"8'()
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1. A ‘Reverse bid’  is a dreadful term that confuses most people.  
2.  A ‘Reverse bid’  is not always 100% forcing. It can sometimes be passed if partner has a bare minimum.  
3. Opener’s ‘Reverse bid’ describes a strong hand.  (17+ after a 1 level response) or
       (15+ after a 2 level response and forcing to game.)
4. IF partner were to bid again after a ‘reverse bid’ they would usually have to do so at the 3 level.  

On these three sequences, west’s rebids are described as ‘Reverse Bids’.  Each of west’s rebids is higher than 2�z. 
 W E    W E    W E
  1�z    1�{     1�z  1�{     1�z 1�x 
 2�x�� ����    2NT ?    3�y ? 

You may be tired of me saying that “Opener’s rebid defines the hand” BUT - - 

Hand shapes are important and I am sure you recognise that in the following sequence, west - - 
W E
1�z 1�{
2�y   - - has 5+ diamonds and 4+ clubs - a two suited hand. 
  But you should also recognise that the strength �R�I���Z�H�V�W�¶�V���K�D�Q�G���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���F�O�D�U�L�¿�H�G�� 
 
  After opening 1�x, west’s HCP count is very wide ranging.  Anything from 11 - 20.  
  After west’s 2�y rebid, the hand is limited to 11 -16 and could be passed. 
  

  To describe this strong opening hand, west has to excite east, with a jump to 3�y
  Although some might say that this reverse bid at the 3 level should show 19 HCPS  
  and that it is forcing, others will agree to keep reverse bids constant at 17+ HCPs.

 
Here is a 5/4 shape, where west can reverse at the 2 level to show a strong 17-20 HCPs. 
W E
1�z�� 1�{
2�x- - - - - - - -  West has rebid HIGHER than the barrier of 2�z 
 
  
  2�x is a reverse because the rebid is HIGHER than 2�z. It shows a strong hand of 17+ 
 
 
  Identical shape but on this hand, with fewer points, west is not strong enough to rebid  
  !"#$%&'(%&"!))*%)�����:�H�V�W���P�X�V�W���V�L�P�S�O�\���U�H�E�L�G���W�K�H���¿�Y�H���F�D�U�G���G�L�D�P�R�Q�G���V�X�L�W�� 
  (It doesn’ look as though east has hearts anyway, but IF east is strong, east can bid  
  hearts now)  W E
    1�z�� 1�{
    2�z�� 2�x 
 
Reverse bids’ are often described as rebidding OVER the ‘Barrier.’ 
After a 1 level response, opener should NOT rebid higher than 2 of the opening suit (the Barrier) 
unless opener has 17+ pts. (or is a 5 loser) 
W E
1�{ �� 1NT
3�x 
  Here is an example of a hand that does not have 17 HCPs but is strong enough to  
  reverse. After opening 1�{ , a reverse bid of 3�x would be more accurate than 2�x.  
� � � ��7�K�H�������O�R�V�H�U���K�D�Q�G���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���Y�H�U�\���J�R�R�G���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K����

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

XU
bT
OcHJY
cH!C

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

XU
XcbE
OcHJY
cH

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

bU
XbEC
OcHJY
cH

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

XU
XT
OcHJY
Oc!C

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

OXHJY
Xcb;IE
Y
UH

REVERSE BIDS 1.
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REVERSE BIDS 2.

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1�x 1NT��
3�y

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1�x 1NT��
2�{

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

O;IT
OcH!E
XbT
XU

W E
1�x 1NT��
2NT

/

0

1

2

3

4

5

West

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1�z 1�{ ��
2NT

cY
Ob!
Xcb!E
XcT

XU
ObH!E
OX
XU!T

Xc;IU
ObH!E
XT
O;I

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1�z 1�{ ��
2�z 2�x

Xc;I!T
Ob!E
!T
XU

!"#$%&'"!(#)!"<"!#"

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1�z 1�{ ��
1NT 3�{

Xc;I!T
Ob!
!T
XUT

%$"&"!(#)!"<"!#")!".+'#

S-&."8'&";H"#$%&"'()"/0-(&";�x4"M'&."1-&0/()&";<=4"
S*.8"'"Z(/16',2"/0-(*(+"8'()">-&.">/3,)"1-9*)"C �y"./"&8/>".8-"TKY"
&8'0-"93.".8*&">/3,)"(/."&8/>".8-"-D.1'"&.1-(+.8"/:">-&.2&"8'()4"
=/"&8/>".8-"&.1-(+.8">-&."1-9*)&"E�yB"(/."C�y4""O"Z1-N-1&-2@

�7�K�L�V���W�L�P�H�����Z�H�V�W���K�D�V���¿�Y�H���K�H�D�U�W�V�����I�R�X�U���V�S�D�G�H�V���D�Q�G���������+�&�3�V��"
O:.-1"-'&.2&",*6*."9*)B">-&."?'("1-9*)"C�{ 4"
</.-".8'.".8*&"*&"8*+8-1"30".8-"9*))*(+",'))-1".8'("C�x4""
���,�I���H�D�V�W���Z�L�V�K�H�G���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���K�H�D�U�W�V���H�D�V�W���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���W�R���E�L�G��3�x4V"
�:�H�V�W���V�K�R�X�O�G���R�Q�O�\���U�H�Y�H�U�V�H���Z�L�W�K���D���V�W�U�R�Q�J���K�D�Q�G����East may only have 6 pts.V

O:.-1">-&."/0-(&";�x�������H�D�V�W���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�V�����1�7�������G�H�Q�\�L�Q�J���I�R�X�U���V�S�D�G�H�V��"
M'&."8'&"!"^"U"0.&4""G:">-&."8')";TK;!"0.&4B">-&."&8/3,)"0'&&@@"
A/".8-"1-9*)"/:"C<="&8/>&"'"9','(?-)"8'()"">*.8";JK;H"0.&4"
</.-".8'.".8*&"*&"8*+8-1".8'("C�x"&/"*."*&"'"Z1-N-1&-@2"</.";IIj":/1?*(+@

S-&."8'&"'"9','(?-)"8'()">*.8";H"#$%&"'()"/0-(&"; �z4""
M'&."1-&0/()&";�{ 4"h-6-69-1".8'."">*.8"'"&.1/(+"/0-(-1B">-&.")6"/0#$$
@&7(#""#G`#Mh".8'("C�z4";<=">*,,"(/.")/@"=/"&8/>".8-"&.1-(+.8B"
>-&."63&."1-9*)"C<=4"h-?/+(*&-".8'.".8*&"*&"'"5G[G="9*)"&8/>*(+"
;JK;H"0.&4"M'&."&8/3,)"9*)"/("./"+'6-">*.8"J_4

F0-(-12&"1-9*)"&8/3,)"9-".8-"&'6-">8-.8-1".8-7"'1-"'"J",/&-1"8'()"/1"
'"!",/&-14"=8-"&300/1.":/1"-'&.2&"&0')-"&3*."8-1-"*&"'"1-N-1&-"9*)"'()"
�F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W�O�\���I�R�U���U�H�Y�H�U�V�H���E�L�G�V�����V�K�R�Z�V���D�����������F�R�X�Q�W���2�5���D���)�,�9�(���O�R�V�H�U��
8'()@"h-6-69-1".8'."-'&."6'7"8'N-"'"6*&-1'9,-"!"#$%&4 "
�7�K�H���U�H�E�L�G���G�H�¿�Q�H�V���W�K�H���K�D�Q�G��

S-&."/0-(&"; �z4""M'&."8'&";E"0.&4"&/"+'6-"63&."9-"9*)@
�:�H�V�W���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���¿�Y�H���G�L�D�P�R�Q�G�V���	���I�R�X�U���K�H�D�U�W�V�������(�D�V�W���F�D�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G����
; �{ ���¿�U�V�W�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���H�D�V�W���L�V���V�W�U�R�Q�J���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���E�L�G���K�H�D�U�W�V���O�D�W�H�U��"
S-&."6'P-&"'",*6*."9*)"/:"C�z"93."-'&.")/-&"(/."0'&&4"
�(�D�V�W���E�L�G�V���D���Q�H�Z���V�X�L�W�������7�K�L�V���I�R�U�F�H�V���Z�H�V�W���W�R���E�L�G���D�J�D�L�Q�����,�)���Z�H�V�W���F�R�X�O�G����
/(,7"9*)")*'6/()&"&K8-"8'&"9--(":/1?-)"./"9*)"'.".8-"E",-N-,@"
=8*&"*&"'":/1?*(+""Zh-&0/()-1&"h-N-1&-24

S-&.2&"1-9*)"/:";<="&8/>&";TK;!4""G."*&"'",*6*."9*)@"
G:"-'&.">-1-"./"9*)"C�{ ".8*&">/3,)"9-"1-9*))*(+"8*&"&3*."'.".8-",-N-,"
8-"?'("'::/1)"'()">-&."&8/3,)"0'&&".8*&",*6*."9*)4"]L=
�D���M�X�P�S���W�R�����{ ���V�K�R�Z�V���)�,�9�(���D�Q�G���L�V���I�R�U�F�L�Q�J�����,�W���D�V�N�V���Z�H�V�W���W�R���E�L�G�����1�7��
>*.8"/(,7".>/"&0')-&"/1"./"9*)"Y�{ ">*.8".81--4

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1�x 1�{ ��
3�{

Xc;IY
Oc!TY
O!E
T
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Interestingly there are many more ways to force partner to bid again than there are for stopping partner. 

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1H 1S 
 

K943
J8
K986
542

1.   SIMPLE CHANGE OF SUIT
2. TRANSFERS
3. STAYMAN
4. 4TH SUIT FORCE 
5. STRONG TWO OPENINGS 

6. 2C OPENING (2D BENJI)
7. BLACKWOOD (RKCB) 
8. CUE BIDS (VARIOUS)
9. JACOBY 2NT 
10. SPLINTERS

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

KJ983
A8
AK108
Q5

�5�H�V�S�R�Q�G�����„���R�Q���E�R�W�K���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���Y�H�U�\���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���K�D�Q�G�V�����������������)�2�5�&�,�1�*��"
�7�K�H���¿�Q�D�O���G�H�Q�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���Q�R�W���F�O�H�D�U�����7�K�H���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W���P�D�\���E�H���S�O�D�\�H�G���L�Q��
�V�S�D�G�H�V�����K�H�D�U�W�V�����1�7�V���R�U���G�L�D�P�R�Q�G�V�"�����0�D�\�E�H���H�Y�H�Q���D���V�O�D�P���R�Q���K�D�Q�G����������
�<�R�X���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���K�L�J�K���F�D�U�G���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K���W�R���M�X�P�S���V�K�L�I�W�����E�X�W���Z�K�\���W�D�N�H���X�S���\�R�X�U��
�R�Z�Q���E�L�G�G�L�Q�J���V�S�D�F�H���Z�K�H�Q���\�R�X���D�U�H���V�W�L�O�O���X�Q�V�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���¿�Q�D�O���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�""
�2�S�H�Q�H�U�¶�V���U�H�E�L�G���Z�L�O�O���G�H�¿�Q�H���P�R�U�H���F�O�H�D�U�O�\���Z�K�H�U�H���\�R�X���D�U�H���J�R�L�Q�J��"
�2�Q���K�D�Q�G�����������S�D�V�V���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�¶�V���U�H�E�L�G����unless west rebids 3�„����"

East 2.East 1.

!"### .-:)0%#3,*(;%#+4#.'-&

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1NT 2H 

K9432
J
9865
542

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

KJ983
A
AK1087
54

G."*&"-D'?.,7".8-"&'6-"8-1-4"S*.8"'("*(?1-)*9,7">-'P"8'()"'()"'"
&.1/(+"8'()"7/31";&."1-&0/(&-"*&".8-"&'6-"^"C�†�����������������)�2�5�&�,�1�*����
�,�W���W�H�O�O�V���R�S�H�Q�H�U���W�R���W�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U���L�Q�W�R�����„��"
"
S*.8"8'()";"-'&.">*,,"0'&&"':.-1".8-"?/60,-.*/("/:".8-".1'(&:-14 "
S*.8"8'()"C"-'&.">*,,"9*)"E�‡���������������)�2�5�&�,�1�*�������,�I�����R�S�H�Q�H�U���V�K�R�Z�V��
&0')-&"/1")*'6/()&B"*(N-&.*+'.-"&,'64"G:"(/."&-..,-"*("E<=4

East 2.East 1.

6"### .-:)0%#&$*(.4%$

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1NT 2C 
2H 3NT 

K943
J9865
98
52

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

KJ98
A85
AK108
97

O+'*(B"'">-'P"8'()"\"'"&.1/(+"8'()4"93.".8-";&."1-&0/(&-"*&".8-"&'6-4"
#'()";4"</16',,7"1-&0/()-1"(--)&";;_"0.&4"./"3&-"A.'76'(B"93."
�Z�L�W�K�����������L�Q���W�K�H���P�D�M�R�U�V�����U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�U���F�D�Q���X�V�H���6�W�D�\�P�D�Q�������(�D�V�W���Z�L�O�O���S�D�V�V��
/0-(-12&"C�†���R�U�����„���U�H�S�O�\�����,�I���R�S�H�Q�H�U���U�H�E�L�G�V�����‡B"1-&0/()-1"&*+(&"/::"*("
C�†������the five card majorV4"A.'76'("?'("',&/"9-"3&-)"/("'">-'P"8'()"
�Z�L�W�K���D���V�L�Q�J�O�H�W�R�Q���F�O�X�E�����������������������%�(�&�$�8�6�(�����…���L�V���������������)�2�5�&�,�1�*��"

#'()"C4"h-&0/()-1">*,,"&*+("/::"*("E<="^"93."*:">-&."8')":/31"8-'1.&"
�$�1�'���I�R�X�U���V�S�D�G�H�V���R�S�H�Q�H�U���Z�R�X�O�G���F�R�U�U�H�F�W���W�R�����„��

East 2.East 1.

9"### .&*2:*(

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

W E
1D 1H 
2C 2S 
2NT 3NT

AQ
Q5
KJ985
Q952

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

985
AK875
A10
K87

=8*&".*6-"1-&0/()-1"8'&"'"8'()".8'.">/3,)"8'N-"/0-(-)".8-"9*))*(+4"
A/">8-("0'1.(-1"/0-(&B"1-&0/()-1"63&."9*)"/("./"+'6-" 7/,$,6&@&$()$
'"$'&&#$,"$B/C2@"""M'&."&*60,7"1-&0/()&";�†���������������)�2�5�&�,�1�*����
S-&."&8/>&"TKY"*(")*'6/()&"\"?,39&4"M'&."(/>"(--)&"./"P(/>"
>8-.8-1">-&."8'&"'"&./0"*("&0')-&"Fh".81--"?'1)"&300/1.":/1"8-'1.&4"
�,�)���H�D�V�W���K�D�G���D���V�W�R�S���L�Q���V�S�D�G�H�V���H�D�V�W���F�R�X�O�G���E�L�G�����1�7�V���E�X�W���P�D�\���V�W�L�O�O���S�U�H�I�H�U��
�W�R���O�R�R�N���I�R�U���D�������������K�H�D�U�W���¿�W��"
�7�K�H���R�Q�O�\���Z�D�\���W�R���¿�Q�G���R�X�W���L�V���W�R�����)�2�5�&�(���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U���W�R���E�L�G���D�J�D�L�Q���E�\��
9*))*(+".8-"Y.8"&3*.4"[O<f"0'1.(-1&8*0&"8'N-"'+1--)"./"0,'7".8'."
�E�L�G�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H�����W�K���V�X�L�W���L�V���Q�R�W���µ�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�¶���E�X�W���L�V�����7�+���6�8�,�7���)�2�5�&�,�1�*����"

East 2.East 1.

>"### >&,#.'-&#4+$3-(;

HOW TO FORCE PARTNER TO BID AGAIN

�2�Q���K�D�Q�G�������
�'�2���1�2�7���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�����„�����D���M�X�P�S���V�K�L�I�W������"
�7�K�H�V�H���M�X�P�S���V�K�L�I�W���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���$�/�/���R�I���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J����"
O"&/,*)"AGg"?'1)"&3*.B";J*&8"#$%&B"&/6-"&300/1.":/1"0'1.(-12&"&3*.4"
���7�K�H�\���R�F�F�X�U���R�Q�F�H���D���\�H�D�U���L�I���\�R�X�¶�U�H���O�X�F�N�\����
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=8-1-"'1-".>/"'001/'?8-&"./"Y.8"&3*.":/1?-"'()"*."*&"9-&."7/3")*&?3&&"'()"'+1--">*.8"7/31"0'1.(-1">8*?8"7/3"'1-"
3&*(+4"=8-"&.'()'1)".1-'.6-(."*&".8'.".8-"Y.8"&3*."9*)"*&":/1?*(+":/1"/(,7"/(-"1/3()4""
6'(7"0-/0,-B"8/>-N-1B"0,'7"*."'&":/1?*(+"./"+'6-4""""Q*&?3&&".8*&">*.8"'(7"(->"0'1.(-14

=8-"&/,3.*/(B"*&"./"6'P-"'"?/(N-(.*/(',"9*)"/:".8-" D"/@,6$)/(,4""f/31"1-9*)"*&"C�z"which must be alerted4

>"### >&,#.'-&#4+$3-(;##
�0�R�V�W���S�D�L�U�V���S�O�D�\�����W�K�D�W���L�Q���D�Q���X�Q�F�R�Q�W�H�V�W�H�G���D�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���E�L�G���R�I���W�K�H���I�R�X�U�W�K���V�X�L�W�����L�V���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�D�O������It must be alertedV4""""
=8-"9*)"*&"&*60,7"'&P*(+"0'1.(-1"./"&8/>"'",*..,-"6/1-"'9/3.".8-"&8'0-"/:"8*&"8'()4

f/3"?,-'1,7"8'N-"-(/3+8"0/*(.&":/1"+'6-"93.">8'."?'("7/3"9*)R
C<="/1"E<=">/3,)"01/6*&-"'")*'6/()"&./04
C�y���L�V���D���O�L�P�L�W���E�L�G���V�L�P�S�O�\���J�L�Y�L�Q�J���V�X�L�W���S�U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�����������y��>/3,)"&8/>":/314V""
C�x"*&"&8/>*(+"'"9*."6/1-".8'("6*(*636B"93."6'7"9-"0'&&-)4""
E�x">/3,)"&3++-&."&*D"8-'1.&4

XbE""
XbU!C""
bH""
OHC

"f/3"8/,)"

%'1.(-1""""f/3
; �y""" ^"";�x
; �{ """" ^"""R

S " M
; �x"" ; �{
C�y"" C�z
2�{

M'&.
OXU!T"
HE
b;IC""
OcJ

S-&." """""M'&.
; �x"""""^"""""; �{

C�y"""""^"""""#C�z

4E "
S*.8".8*&"8'()"-'&.">/3,)"6'P-"'"
&.1/(+B"93."(/.":/1?*(+B"1-9*)"/:"E�x

M'&."T4
OcbJTE""
TC
YC
XEC

F*>
#-1-"-'&.""&8/3,)"9*)"C�z"
��4th suit forcingV4"G:">-&."?'((/."
&8/>".81--"&0')-&B"-'&."?'("9*)"
+'6-"*("<=&

M'&."Y4
ObJTC""
TC
XcY""
XJC

M'&."C4
ObJTC""
UY
bUY
bHY
"

M'&."E4
ObJTC""
UHY
XU
XHY

�{
�x
�z
�y

�{
�x
�z
�y

�{
�x
�z
�y

�{
�x
�z
�y

-G*4$,"$/)&$,6&$H,6$)/(,$D"@8&I

4th suit forcing

cbE""
OcU!C""
T""
XH!C

�{
�x
�z
�y

;IE""
OcU!C""
Oc""
XH!C

�{
�x
�z
�y

;IE""
OcU!C""
c""
XbH!C

�{
�x
�z
�y

S " M
; �x"" ; �{
C�y"" C�z
2NT

S " M
; �x"" ; �{
C�y"" C�z
3�y

^""
OcU!C""
c;IHT""
XbH!

�{
�x
�z
�y

S " M
; �x"" ; �{
C�y"" C�z
3�z

;IE""
OcU!C""
cT""
XbH!

�{
�x
�z
�y

S " M
; �x"" ; �{
C�y"" C�z
C�x

\#0(A*:%"#:Q((
]()*H#(%):##((

0A*-#0(C':(2'1<
3 - 5 - 1 - 4 

\#0(A*:%"#:Q((
]()*H#(0%'A(4"
-4*?'"-0<
2 - 5 - 2 - 4 

]()*H#((
;(D,130Q((
"'%(N<(

2 - 5 - 1 - 5 

;()#*:%0Q((
N(D,130Q(N(
-4*?'"-0<(
0 - 5 - 4 - 4 

]()*H#"+%(*(
-4*?'"-(0%'A(
':(L(0A*-#0<(
2 - 5 - 2 - 4 

/#0%(6<( ( (((((/#0%([<( (((((((((((((/#0%(L<( ( ((((/#0%(N<( ((((((((((/#0%(;<

GE-$,"$@&)2"'#$,"$2+@,'&@J)$H,6$)/(,$D"@8&I

4E "
S*.8"/(,7"J"#$%&B"-'&."">/3,)"
&*60,7"&*+("/::B"+*N*(+"&3*."
01-:-1-(?-4""C�x

4E
#-1-"-'&."">/3,)"9*)"E�{ 4
A.1/(+B"3(,*P-,7"./"9-"0'&&-)"93."
(/.";IIj":/1?*(+4"

M'&.";4
ObJT""
UY
XcY
OHYC
"

4E "
S*.8"'"&./0"*(".8-"Y.8"&3*.B
�D�Q�G���Q�R���S�U�R�V�S�H�F�W���R�I���¿�Q�G�L�Q�J��"
�D���¿�W�����H�D�V�W���V�K�R�X�O�G���V�L�P�S�O�\���E�L�G�����1�7��

�{
�x
�z
�y

�{
�x
�z
�y

�{
�x
�z
�y ÒTell me moreÓ
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THE  ‘STRONG TWO’  OPENING
a. 16 HCPs
b. 12 HCPs  with at least  8 PLAYING TRICKS
c. RULE OF 25 ( HCPS + two longest suits.)

W E
2�y 2�z 
2�{

Hand  2.

Open 1�{

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

Open 2�{    Open 2�x    Open 2�x
AKQ943
76
AKQ
54

AKQ1084
4
K73
J109

A
QJ1076542
3
AJ4

AKJ75
K6
AK98
54

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

5 SPADES
3 DIAMONDS

Only 6 TRICKS6 HEARTS 
2 ACES

Only 6/7 TRICKS

5
KQJ1075
AK86
A2

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

5 HEARTS
2 DIAMONDS 
1 CLUB

AKQJ8
K73
AK
A4

24 HCPS

Using Benji on hands 1, 2 & 3, above, the opening bid would open 2�y (alertable).
Responder is FORCED to bid  2�z  whatever strength of hand he has. (This is called a RELAY bid). 
Opener now bids his suit and the auction proceeds as it would after an Acol Strong Two. 
 
$%.)+(5-(;#&+#.&$+(;#&8+.##
With 0-8 pts. responder bids 2NT - a negative response! Anything else is positive and game going!  
A ‘Strong Two’ opening does not guarantee that game is on! Whether you play Acol or Benji,  
‘Strong Twos’ are forcing for 1 round only!  Game depends on the strength of responder’s hand.  

Open 1�{ /4�{ Open 2�y

Hand  1. Hand  3.

W E
2�y 2�z 
2�x

W E
2�y 2�z 
2�x

W E
2C 2D 
2H 2NT 
3H pass

*3+0
W E
2H 2NT
3H pass

7%(?-#

EAST 2.  Holding the same HCPs 
but with 3 trumps and a doubleton 
spade, many players would bid game 
hoping to provide two extra tricks to 
add to the eight promised by opener. 

@.&$+(;#&8+=#+)%(-(;#7-5.##/##*3+0## 
In ‘Acol’, opening bids of 2�z, 2�x, and 2�{  are defined as “STRONG and FORCING with 8 PLAYING 
TRICKS”.  
(As well as the very good trump suit there should be at least two defensive tricks in another suit.) 

@.&$+(;#&8+=#+)%(-(;#7-5.##/##7%(?-##6�y##
In Benji Acol, the opening bids of 2�x or 2�{ , are weak (6-10).  
To show a STRONG TWO, there is a little step that you have to go through first. 

7%(?-  2NT = 19/20  
 2�y with a 2NT rebid = 21/22 
 2�z with a 2NT rebid = 23+

]"(^#"P4(UD',Q(2'1(D*"(*,0'(0)'&(0%:'"5(3*,*"D#-()*"-0(?':#(A:#D40#,2<(
(
*3+0   2NT = 20-22

In England, a hand can only be 
described as STRONG if it  
conforms to one of these 3 criteria.

A"# .&$+(;#&8+.

W E
2H 2NT
3H 4H

*3+0

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

AK5
AKJ1075  
A6
43

WEST

863
84  
109542
KQ10

EAST 1.

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

86
842  
109542
KQ10

EAST 2.

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

Not worth 
�W�K�H���U�L�V�N��

Just worth 
�W�K�H���U�L�V�N��

Anything other than a negative 2NT 
would promise 8+ HCPs and of course 
a guarantee that game will be reached.

2�y��= Strong 8 playing tricks.  2�z��= Forced relay bid.
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#*3+0#6�y 
In ‘Acol’, the strongest opening bid is 2�y.  
I am disappointed to hear people describe this bid as simply 23+HCPs  
IF the hand is balanced it does promise 23+HCPs 
 
BUT 2�y also describes a hand where game is on with virtually no help from partner.  
Normally responder cannot stop bidding until at least game is reached. 
 
With fewer than 8 pts, responder gives a NEGATIVE response of 2�z suggesting that slam is unlikely. 
(Responder should count an ace and king as the equivalent of 8 - and respond positively). 
(*Holding 0-2 HCPs responder can often give a 2nd negative of 2NT) 

THE  ‘STRONGest’  OPENING bid!

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

Q53
K864 
105
8632

East East

W E
2C 2D 
2NT 3C* 
3S 3NT�{ ��

�x��
�z��
�y

AKJ6
AQ 
KJ8
KQ93

West 
�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

AKJ106
AK3 
4
KQ103

West 

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

7%(?-#6�z# 
In ‘ Benji Acol’, the strongest opening bid is 2�z.  Criteria are similar to an Acol 2�y opening and the developing 
auction will be more or less the same.   Responder’s NEGATIVE is 2�x.

*3+0#

W E
2D 2H 
2NT 3C*
3S 3NT

7%(?-

W E
2C 2D 
2S 4S 

W E
2D 2H 
2S 4S

Q53
9865 
7532
86

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

Q53
K864 
A52
863

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

AKJ6
AQ 
KJ8
KQ93

W E
2D 2NT 
4NT 5D
6NT 

East West 

W E
2C 2NT 
4NT 5D 
6NT

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

Q53
K864 
K52
863

�{ ��
�x��
�z��
�y

AK9864
AQ 
8
AK

W E
2C 2NT 
3S 4NT
5S 6S 

East West 

W E
2D 2NT 
3S 4NT 
5S 6S

7BCBDEF#+GFDHDIJ#K#.LMNDI#$FJGNDJFJ#############;BOF#4NMEF#+GFDHDIJ#K#.LMNDI#$FJGNDJFJ

$%:%:7%$ 
1. Responder can use Stayman and transfers if opener rebids in NTs 
2. In a game forcing situation, bidding  game is weaker than showing support at the 3 level.

7BCBDEF#+GFDHDIJ#K#8FBP#$FJGNDJFJ### ##;BOF#4NMEF#+GFDHDIJ#K#8FBP#$FJGNDJFJ
*3+0#

7%(?-

*3+0#

7%(?-

*3+0#

7%(?-

!"##$%&%'()*+,!%%%%%%%%)#-%&%.+/+0%1+2

*3�y  is 
Stayman



LIMIT BIDS AND FORCING BIDS 

16 Inga & Neil Aiston  SEPTEMBER. 2016

ObUTC""
OJTYC
Y
X!
"

XHJYE"
cE
OU!
OJT
"

�{
�x
�z
�y

�{
�x
�z
�y

$$$K*>LE4M*KJ>$E2,("')$.(,6$+$N+B"@$>/(,$O(,

""";�xK�{��������"^"" C�xK�{����� �����O�L�P�L�W���E�L�G���������O�R�V�H�U���������������S�W�V��
������; �xK�{��������"^"" E�xK�{ ����� �����D���O�L�P�L�W���E�L�G���������O�R�V�H�U���������������S�W�V������
""";�xK�{��������"^"" Y�xK�{����� �����D���O�L�P�L�W���E�L�G���������O�R�V�H�U�����������������S�W�V������
""";�xK�{ """""^""P45" "k""a game forcing hand, 12+ HCPs with four hearts/spades. 

�,�W���L�V���R�I�W�H�Q���G�L�I�¿���F�X�O�W���W�R���E�L�G���V�O�D�P�V���L�I���E�R�W�K���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V���D�U�H���R�Q�O�\���V�O�L�J�K�W�O�\���E�H�W�W�H�U���W�K�D�Q���P�L�Q�L�P�X�P���I�R�U���E�L�G�G�L�Q�J���J�D�P�H����
O"9*)"/:"C<="after partner has opened a major ?'("9-"0,'7-)"'&"b'?/97"C<=4"G.">/3,)"&8/>"'"8'()"
�V�W�U�R�Q�J���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���E�L�G���J�D�P�H���L�Q���W�K�H���P�D�M�R�U�����7�K�H���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���E�L�G���L�V���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���V�S�D�F�H���W�R���O�R�R�N���I�R�U���D���V�O�D�P��"

S-&."/0-(&"; �{ 4"M'&."*&"&.1/(+"-(/3+8"./"1-&0/()"Y�{ 4"S-&."*&"9-..-1".8'("
6*(*636B">*.8";E"0.&4"'()"'"+//)")*&.1*93.*/(B"93."*&"(/."&.1/(+"-(/3+8"./"
,//P":/1"'"&,'6"&/"">*.8/3."b'?/97"C<=B">/3,)"9-":/1?-)"./"0'&&4"

%,'7*(+"Q+8"71$P45B"-'&.">/3,)"1-&0/()"C<=4"
S-&.">/3,)"9*)"E�zB"./"&8/>"'"&*(+,-./("/1"N/*)"*(")*'6/()&4"
M'&."8'&"'("-D?-,,-(.")*'6/()"8/,)*(+"/00/&*.-".8*&B"'()">/3,)"9*)"
],'?P>//)"/1"hX$]"'()"'11*N-"*("! �{ �����Z�K�L�F�K���P�D�N�H�V���R�Q���M�X�V�W���������+�&�3�V4"

EL*4*KJ>$K*RSM>$+D,&@$3�x:�{ $T$P45$=Q+8"71?

Y�xKY�{ """""""""""k"""S-'P-&."9*)"0/&&*9,-4
E�xKE�{����������������������� �������6�W�U�R�Q�J�H�U���K�D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K���V�O�D�P���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�����������S�W�V��������Maybe extra trump length or 5/6 loser)
E<="""""""""""""""k"""]','(?-)"8'()B"/(,7":/31"/:"&3*."'()";T_"0.&4
E"/:"(->"&3*.""k"""A*(+,-./("/1"N/*)"*(".8-"&3*."9*)4"
Y"/:"(->"&3*.""k"""T_"?'1)"&3*.">*.8"'.",-'&."C"/:"./0"E"8/(/31&

S-&.

OXUEC""
C
ObU
ObUH
"

�{
�x
�z
�y

S-&.

OcUTC""
OE
Xc!Y
U
"

�{
�x
�z
�y

S" """M
; �{ " """C<=
E�x

S" """M
; �{ " """C<=
E�y

S-&.

X;IYE""
XUH
Oc!Y
XbU
"

�{
�x
�z
�y

S" """M
; �{ " """C<=
E<=

S-&.

ObUTC""
XE
Oc!Y
XJ
"

�{
�x
�z
�y

S" """M
; �{ " """C<=
E�{

LU*V>*$4E5*$T$Q+8"71$P45$()$8+'8&00&#$(D$"22"'&',)$"A&@8+00$"@$WX$"@$(D$@&)2"'#&@$()$+$2+))&#$6+'#I

S" <" M" A
; �x�� ; �{ " C<=

S" <" M" A
%�� %" ;�{ �� %
C<="

O:.-1"'("overcall"C<="*&"" " O:.-1"'"double"C<="*&" " " O:.-1"west has passed""C<=
;I^;C">*.8"&0')-"&./04" " " ;I^;C"#$%&4"" " " " *&";;*&8""9','(?-)"E^Y^E^E"
" " " " " ['79-""/(,7".>/"8-'1.&4"" " " " " "
" " " "

S" <" M" A
; �x�� g" C<=

; �{ "^"Y�{ "*&"'"Z:'&."'11*N',2"6-.8/)"/:"9*))*(+"+'6-">*.8"no &,'6"'&0*1'.*/(&4"
�,�W���L�V���P�D�G�H���R�Q���D���J�R�R�G���¿���W�����D�Q�G���D�������O�R�V�H�U�����E�X�W���O�D�F�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�V��

�,�Q���W�K�H���S�D�V�W�����W�R���D�Y�R�L�G���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���V�O�D�P�V�����Z�K�H�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�U���K�D�G���D���E�L�J���K�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���D���¿���W��
�I�R�U���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�¶�V���P�D�M�R�U�����W�K�H�\���Z�R�X�O�G���X�V�H���D��#&0+1&#$!+C&$@+()&4""
=/)'7".8-1-"'1-"9-..-1"6-.8/)&"'()"/(-"/:".8-"9-&."*&" Q+8"71$P45

Q+8"71$P45$���V�K�R�Z�V���D���¿���W�����D�Q�G���D 9','(?-)  /1 &-6*"9','(?-)"8'()&">*.8";C_0.&4"
(if responder holds a singleton or void, Splinter bids can be used. (More later)

See Sheet 17 for 

ÔSplinterÕ responses.

Responding with 

���������	���D���P�D�M�R�U���À���W��

S" """" ""M
; �{ " """" ""R

JACOBY 2NT
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G(".1360"?/(.1'?.&B"&*(+,-./(&"'()"N/*)&"'1-"',6/&."'&"+//)"'&"'?-&"'()"P*(+&4""
�:�H���K�D�Y�H���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���V�H�H�Q���K�R�Z���-�D�F�R�E�\�����1�7���F�D�Q���V�K�R�Z���D���¿�W���D�Q�G���J�D�P�H���Y�D�O�X�H�V���H�D�U�O�\���L�Q���W�K�H���D�X�F�W�L�R�Q��"
L&3',,7B".8-"C<="1-&0/(&-">*,,"(/."8'N-"'"&*(+,-./("/1"N/*)4"" A0,*(.-1"9*)&"?'.-1":/1".8*&"0/&&*9*,*.7""
�7�K�H�\���V�K�R�Z������ ������ �D���¿�W���Z�L�W�K���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U����4+ card trump supportV"
" " C4" +'6-"N',3-&4"
" " 3.  a singleton or void in the suit bid4"
"

>20(',&@$7(#)$71$K&)2"'#&@$T$+D,&@$+$NVQEK$)/(,$"2&'('!$71$2+@,'&@I""
�6�S�O�L�Q�W�H�U���E�L�G�V���D�U�H���X�V�H�G���W�R���V�K�R�Z���V�L�Q�J�O�H�W�R�Q�V���	���Y�R�L�G�V���E�\���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�R���R�S�H�Q�H�U���Z�L�W�K���D���G�R�X�E�O�H���M�X�P�S���L�Q���W�K�H���V�K�R�U�W���V�X�L�W����"

"S " M" " " " S " M
"; �†���� ���„�������L�V���D���Q�R�U�P�D�O���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�� ���†�� ���„�������������L�V�����D���µQ/C2$>6(D,2"&8/>*(+"!_&0')-&"'()"'";J_"?/3(.
"
56&$Y>20(',&@$R(#J$()$C+#&$3$U*Z*U$GS[G*K$
,6+'$+$YQ/C2$>6(D,J$ $ $ "S " M
$ $ $ $ """""-4+4""; �†���� ���„����� � � � � ����R�U�������„���±�����‡V"-.?4""""$

O:.-1"'"; �x""/1";�{ �����R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���E�L�G�����U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�U���µ�V�S�O�L�Q�W�H�U�V�¶���E�\���P�D�N�L�Q�J���D���G�R�X�E�O�H���M�X�P�S���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���V�X�L�W���Z�K�H�U�H���K�H���K�D�V���V�K�R�U�W�Q�H�V�V��������
" " """

>20(',&@)$71$K&)2"'#&@$T$+D,&@$+$NS4EK$)/(,$"2&'('!$71$2+@,'&@I
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
; �y"�����������zKE�x"KE�{ """""""""""""""
; �z�������������{ "KE�x"KY�y"""
�5�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�U���S�U�R�P�L�V�H�V�������D�W���O�H�D�V�W���������F�D�U�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W������4E ���������F�D�U�G�����P�D�M�R�U�������D���V�L�Q�J�O�H�W�R�Q���R�U���Y�R�L�G�����������������+�&�3
�,�I���R�S�H�Q�H�U���K�D�V���D���V�W�U�R�Q�J���K�R�O�G�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���V�S�O�L�Q�W�H�U���V�X�L�W�����W�K�H���¿�Q�D�O���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W���L�V���R�I�W�H�Q�����1�7��"

>20(',&@)$71$E2&'&@$T$+D,&@$+$NVQEK$)/(,$"2&'('!$71$2+@,'&@I"""""""" " S " M
F0-(-1"?'("',&/"&8/>"'"A0,*(.-1"1'*&-"/:"0'1.(-12&";�x"/1";�{ "1-&0/(&-"" " " ; �y""""""" ; �x
�E�\���P�D�N�L�Q�J���D���G�R�X�E�O�H���M�X�P�S���L�Q�W�R���D���Q�H�Z���V�X�L�W���H���J���������� ����� � � � � � � � � ����z
� � � � � � � � � � � ������ � � � � � � � � ���C�z"would be a reverseV
"
=8-"9*)"&8/>&":/31"?'1)".1360"&300/1.B"'"&*(+,-./("/1"N/*)""*(")*'6/()&"\";J"*&8"0.&4
�5�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���W�K�D�W���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�U���P�L�J�K�W���R�Q�O�\���K�D�Y�H�����������S�W�V�����D�Q�G���K�D�V���R�Q�O�\���S�U�R�P�L�V�H�G���D���I�R�X�U���F�D�U�G���P�D�M�R�U���V�X�L�W��

\/&$R(##('!$VD,&@$+$>20(',&@$K+()&"""
�$�Q�\���Q�H�Z���V�X�L�W���E�L�G���L�V���D���V�O�D�P���W�U�\�����V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���¿�U�V�W���U�R�X�Q�G���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���L�Q���W�K�H���E�L�G���V�X�L�W������+$8/&$7(#4V
%'1.(-1"6'7"?//0-1'.-">*.8"'"?3-9*)"/:"8*&"/>(B"/1"1-.31("./".8-"'+1--)".1360"&3*."./"&*+(^/::4"""
���1�7���E�\���H�L�W�K�H�U���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U���L�V���5�.�&�%�����7�K�H���6�S�O�L�Q�W�H�U���E�L�G�����V�H�W�V���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�¶�V���V�X�L�W���D�V���W�U�X�P�S�V����

G+'#$*A+0/+,("'$+D,&@$+$>20(',&@$K+()&$"""
�$�[�[���L�V���D�Q���R�S�W�L�P�D�O���K�R�O�G�L�Q�J���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�H���D���6�S�O�L�Q�W�H�U���U�D�L�V�H�����W�K�H���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�¶�V���K�R�Q�R�X�U�V���D�U�H���D�O�O���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���U�H�P�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��
.81--"&3*.&">8-1-".8-7">*,,"?/60,-6-(."-'?8"/.8-1B"'()"&,'6"*&",*P-,7"-N-(">*.8/3."EE"#$%&4""
E,6&@$6"'"@)$=&)2&8(+001$]/&&')$+'#$B+8^)?$('$,6&$)20(',&@$)/(,$+@&$C"),01$.+),&$2+2&@I$
Q/"(/."A0,*(.-1">*.8"'"&*(+,-./("'?-"/1"P*(+4"%'1.(-1">*,,"-D0-?."N',3-&"*(",6&$",6&@$)/(,)4"

  SPLINTER BIDS.

�„������
�†��XbYE"
�‡"OTC
�…���$��������

�„�����$�-����
�†��XbY"
�‡"C
�…���$�4������

�„�����$�-��
�†����XcbY"
�‡""C
�…�����$�4������

S-&.

M'&. M'&.
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3 types of CUE BIDS

UEE_S4[$5E$LUVF$S4$45>
S8-("7/31"&*)-"'1-"8-')*(+":/1"'"<="?/(.1'?."93."/00/(-(.&"8'N-"/N-1?',,-)"'"&3*."=#O="fFL"$O<<F="A=F%4"

"�{ "O!Y
"�x"Y"
"�z"cb;IUJ
"�y"OcU!"

"""SMA=

"�{ ""O!
"�x""Y"
"�z""cb;IUJ
"�y""OcU!C"

"""""SMA=

"�{ "O"
"�x";IY"
"�z"XcbUJ
"�y"O;IU! "

""""SMA=

"�{ "HT
"�x"OU"
"�z"XcbUJ
"�y"ObUT"

""SMA=

\`*$RSM>$5GV5$>GE-$OSK>5$KE`4M$\E45KEU

�,�I�����D���P�D�M�R�U���V�X�L�W���¿�W���D�Q�G���V�O�D�P���S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���E�H�F�R�P�H���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�W����"
-'1,7"*(".8-"'3?.*/(B"?3-"9*))*(+";&."1/3()"?/(.1/,"?'("
9-"9-..-1".8'(",-'0*(+"./".8-"Y",-N-,"./"3&-"Z],'?P>//)24

f/3"8/,)
"�{ ""X;IU
"�x""XbC
"�z""OHT"
"�y��"XJYE

S """ < " f/3 " A
; �z" ; �x�� ; �{ "" %'&&
C�y�� %'&&" E<=

"�{ ""!
"�x""ObHY"
"�z""cb;IU"
"�y""OcU!"

"""SMA=

�{ ";IJ!
�x"OXUHJ"
�z"XC
�y"OcU"
"

On the basis that you would never bid a suit that the opponents have bid NATURALLY, bidding their suit is 
an excellent way of making sure that partner does not pass. But why would we do this? 

  
 With this hand your 2nd bid is easy.  
 

"�{ ""Xc;IUJ
"�x""bC
"�z""OHT"
"�y��"XYE

S """ < " f/3 " A
; �z" ; �x�� ; �{ "" %'&&
C�y�� %'&&" C�x

 With this hand the final contract is less  clear.  
 Still 13 pts but NO STOP in the opponent’s suit and a five
 card spade suit. CUE BID the opponent’s suit to ask partner  
 to make another bid. West can choose between: 

f/3"8/,)

2NT """"""2NT"""""""3�y""""""""3�{"3�z

4E5*a$-(,6"/,$,6&$"A&@8+00X$,6&$7(##('!$."/0#$7&$A&@1$)(C(0+@I$$P�x$."/0#$7&$H,6$)/(,$D"@8('!I

�{ "H
�x"c;I!Y"
�z"OUJY"
�y"X!

"S " M
"; �x" E�x
"Y�y�� Y�z
"Y�x�� ���{ ��
��T�z�� ! �x

G(".8*&"'3?.*/(B"Y�y"*&"&8/>*(+"-*.8-1".8-"�yO"
/1"'"N/*)"*("?,39&4"G."*&"',&/")-(7*(+";&."1/3()"
?/(.1/,"*("&0')-&4""
�(�D�V�W���L�V���V�X�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W�O�\���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q���V�O�D�P���W�R���F�X�H��
9*)".8-"�zO����S-&."?'("(/>")-?*)-&".8'."&,'6"*&"
3(,*P-,7">*.8/3.".8-"�{ O4"
M'&."8/>-N-1"?'11*-&"/("./"&8/>"C()"1/3()"
?/(.1/,"*("&0')-&4"O:.-1">-&."&8/>&"�zXB"-'&."
9*)&".8-"&,'6

`4V>>`NS4[$\`*$RSM
f/31"0'1.(-1B"(/1.8B""8'&"6')-"'("/N-1?',,"/:"; �x"
=8*&"&8/>&"'(7.8*(+":1/6"'"0//1"H"30"./";T"#$%&4"
"
f/3"?/3,)"9*)"Y �x���D�Q�G���¿�Q�G���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U���Z�L�W�K���R�Q�O�\�������S�W�V�����'�R�Z�Q������"
f/3"?/3,)"9*)"E �x���D�Q�G���¿�Q�G���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U���Z�L�W�K���R�Q�O�\�������S�W�V�����'�R�Z�Q������"
�<�R�X���F�R�X�O�G���E�L�G���S�D�V�V���D�Q�G���¿�Q�G���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U���Z�L�W�K���������S�W�V�����0�L�V�V�H�G���J�D�P�H��"
Fh"^"with about an opening hand - and game interest - 
�<�R�X���F�R�X�O�G���E�L�G���/�+�2�¶�V���V�X�L�W�������z�����D�Q�G���¿�Q�G���R�X�W���K�R�Z���J�R�R�G���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�¶�V���R�Y�H�U�F�D�O�O���Z�D�V��"
S*.8"'"0//1"/N-1?',,B"0'1.(-1"?'("&*+("/::"*("C�x"
�:�L�W�K���D���J�R�R�G���R�Y�H�U�F�D�O�O�����S�D�U�W�Q�H�U���F�D�Q���E�L�G���D���K�L�J�K���F�D�U�G���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�����1�R�W���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�O�\���D���V�X�L�W�������M�X�V�W���D�Q���D�F�H���R�U���N�L�Q�J���R�U���4�-���H�W�F��"
"
=8-"9*)"*&"?',,-)"'( $̀'+))/C('!$\/&$R(# "'()"*."&*60,7"'&P&"0'1.(-1"bG".$!""#$.+)$1"/@$"A&@8+00cd$

S """ < " M" f/3
; �z" ; �x�� 0'&&"" 2�z
0'&& "�{ "XbT

"�x"XUJ
"�z"UJ
"�y"ObUTY"

?
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SLAM BIDDING

‘ROMAN KEY CARD BLACKWOOD’ $
h/6'("X-7"$'1)"],'?P>//)""*&"3&-)"',/(+&*)-"
/1)*('17"],'?P>//)""^"<F="*(&.-')"/:@
�8�V�H���5�.�&�%���Z�K�H�Q���D�� �W�U�X�P�S���¿�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G����
�8�V�H���R�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\���%�O�D�F�N�Z�R�R�G���Z�K�H�Q���Q�R���¿�W���L�V���I�R�X�Q�G����

G.">'&"0/03,'1*&-)"*(".8-";UHI2&"97"M))*-"X'(.'1"'()"*."
?/3(.&"̂ &1$8+@#)B"1'.8-1".8'("&*60,7"'?-&4"
�7�K�H���N�L�Q�J���R�I���W�U�X�P�S�V���E�H�F�R�P�H�V���D���¿�I�W�K���D�F�H"'()"*."*&
&/6-.*6-&"1-:-11-)"./"'&"dFive Ace Blackwoode4

; �{ """"""^""C�y
C�x��"""""^""Y�{
Y<=""""^""T�z
T�x""""""^""T�{
! �{ �� """"

; �{ """""""^""C�y
C�x��������������^""Y<="
T�y"""""""^""T�z
T�{ """""""^""J�x

�5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V���W�R�����1�7���L�Q���5�.�&���%�O�D�F�N�Z�R�R�G���D�U�H������ ���y�� � �����������R�U�������� �R�I���¿�Y�H���N�H�\���F�D�U�G�V��
" " " " " " T�z���� � �����������R�U�������� �R�I���¿�Y�H���N�H�\���F�D�U�G�V��
" " " " " " T�x�� � ����������� � � � �R�I���¿�Y�H���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���T�X�H�H�Q���R�I���W�U�X�P�S�V��
" " " " " " T�{ �� � ������������� � � � �R�I���¿�Y�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���T�X�H�H�Q���R�I���W�U�X�P�S�V����"
"
G:"0'1.(-1"&39&-a-(.,7"9*)&"T<="'&P*(+":/1"P*(+&B"3&-".8-"(/16',"],'?P>//)"&?',-B
93."/9N*/3&,7"-D?,3)-".8-"P*(+"/:".1360&"*:"7/32N-"',1-')7"&8/>("*.4"

=1360"'+1--6-(."*&"/:.-("/9N*/3&""-4+4";�{ "^"E�{ B""93."*&"&/6-.*6-&"&8/>("97"*60,*?'.*/(4
�,�I���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U���M�X�P�S�V���W�R�����1�7���I�U�R�P���D���V�X�L�W�������L�W���L�V���D�V�V�X�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���E�L�G���V�X�L�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���W�K�H���W�U�X�P�S���V�X�L�W����

; �{ "^"""E�{
Y<="^"T�y"
T�{����̂ ""!�{

E�{ " "&-.&"&0')-&"'&".1360&4
Y<="k""hX$]
T�y��""k"""I"/1"E"P-7"?'1)&
T�{ """k"""./"0,'7B"*:"(/"P-7"?'1)&
! �{ """k"""E"P-7"?'1)&

������
" Y<=""hX$]"&-.&"8-'1.&"'&".1360&4
T�{ "=""" -*.8-1".>/"'?-&">*.8"�xc4""
" /1"/(-"'?-"\" �xX">*.8"�xc4"
�������������������� ��2 key cards WITH trump queen.V

Y<="" &-.&"8-'1.&"'&".1360&4
T�y"" k"I"/1"E
T�z"" k"#'N-"7/3".8-" �xcR
T�{ " k"f-&"G"8'N-"*.@"

G:"/N-1"Y<="0'1.(-1"1-&0/()&"T�y"/1"T�z�����\�R�X�U���E�L�G���R�I���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���V�X�L�W���X�S�����H�[�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�U�X�P�S���V�X�L�W����"
�Z�R�X�O�G���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\���D�V�N���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���W�K�H�\���K�R�O�G���W�K�H��]/&&'$"D$,@/C2)4""
�6���K�H���D�Q�V�Z�H�U�V���X�V�L�Q�J����),&22&#$@&)2"')&)IV
G:"0'1.(-1"DID NOT"8'N-".8-"a3--("/:".1360&"&K8-">/3,)"9*)".8-"?8-'0-&."&3*.4"
G:"0'1.(-1"DID"8'N-".8-"Wa3--("/:".1360&B"&K8-">/3,)"9*)"/(-"&3*."8*+8-1".8'(".8-"?8-'0-&."&3*.4"-4+4

Y<="" &-.&"&0')-&"'&".1360&4
T�z"" k";"/1"Y
T�x" k"#'N-"7/3".8-" �{ cR
T�{ " k"</B"G")/(2."8'N-"*.@"

; �{ "^"""C�y
C�x"^""Y<="
T�{����̂ ""!�x

e-(,6$,6&$,@/C2$]/&&'X$)"C&$2+@,'&@)6(2)$+!@&&$,"$)6".$+'$"/,)(#&$^('!$('),&+#$"D$),&22&#$@&)2"')&)I

QUANTITATIVE RAISE TO 4NT$
h-6-69-1".8'."':.-1"'";<="/0-(*(+"97"0'1.(-1B"Y<="*&"<F="'?-"'&P*(+4"G."*&"a3'(.*.'.*N-"'&P*(+"0'1.(-1"./"1-9*)"
!<=">*.8"'"6'D*636B"/1"./"0'&&">*.8"'"6*(*6364"O:.-1"'"C<="/0-(*(+"Y<="1-a3*1-&".8-"&'6-")-?*&*/(4"
"
"
‘GERBER’$
After a 1NT���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J�����V�R�P�H���S�D�L�U�V���D�J�U�H�H���W�R���X�V�H���µ�*�H�U�E�H�U�¶�������yV"'&P*(+":/1"'?-&4"
h-&0/(&-&"'1-"Y�z"k"I"'?-&B"Y�x"k";B"Y�{ ��� �����������1�7��� ��������We do not recommend using ‘Gerber’ at any other time.V"
"

‘BLACKWOOD’$
�0�R�V�W���S�D�L�U�V���R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H���X�V�H���µ�%�O�D�F�N�Z�R�R�G�¶���������1�7��"
h-&0/(&-&"'1-"T�y"k"I"/1"YB"T�z"k";B"T�x"k"CB"T�{ ��� �����������,�)��and only ifB"7/31"&*)-"8'&"',,":/31"'?-&B"T<="'&P&":/1"P*(+&4"
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R&'B($f$N/0,($
�%�H�Q�M�D�P�L�Q�L�V�H�G���$�F�R�O���L�V���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���S�R�S�X�O�D�U���V�\�V�W�H�P���W�R���X�V�H���:�H�D�N���7�Z�R�V�����E�X�W���W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���R�W�K�H�U���V�\�V�W�H�P�V���W�K�D�W���X�V�H���W�K�H�P������"
F(-"/:".8-&-"*&".8-"ZN/0,($\"0"/@&#$5."$M(+C"'#)J$>8-1-"'("/0-(*(+"9*)"/:"C �z"&8/>&"'(7"/(-"/:"'"(369-1"/:"
�K�D�Q�G�V�������7�K�H���K�D�Q�G���P�D�\���E�H���D���Z�H�D�N���W�Z�R���L�Q���W�K�H���P�D�M�R�U�V�����R�U���D���V�W�U�R�Q�J���W�Z�R���L�Q���W�K�H���P�L�Q�R�U�V�����R�U���D���V�W�U�R�Q�J���E�D�O�D�Q�F�H�G���K�D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K��
�D���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���U�D�Q�J�H�������7�K�D�Q�N�I�X�O�O�\���W�K�L�V���L�V���Q�R�Z���D���U�D�U�H���D�Q�L�P�D�O���L�Q���R�X�U���D�U�H�D�����8�Q�O�H�V�V���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���P�D�V�R�F�K�L�V�W�L�F���W�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�L�H�V���D�Y�R�L�G��
3&*(+".8*&"9*)4

$
-&+^$5.")$('$56@&&$>/(,)
�$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���V�\�V�W�H�P���Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���P�X�F�K���V�L�P�S�O�H�U�����X�V�H�V���µ�:�H�D�N���7�Z�R�V�¶���L�Q���G�L�D�P�R�Q�G�V�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���P�D�M�R�U�V����"
=8-")*&')N'(.'+-"*&".8'."7/31"only"&.1/(+"/0-(*(+"9*)"(/>"*&"C�yB"'()"7/3"(--)"./"9-"?/(N*(?-)".8'."'("/0-(*(+"
9*)"/:"C�z���K�D�V���V�X�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W���S�U�H���H�P�S�W�L�Y�H���Y�D�O�X�H���W�R���F�R�P�S�H�Q�V�D�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���O�D�F�N���R�I���F�O�D�U�L�W�\���Z�L�W�K���E�L�J���K�D�Q�G�V����
F:"?/31&-"7/3"&.*,,"8'N-".8-",*6*."9*)"/:"C<="./"&8/>"'"9','(?-)"CI^CC"?/3(.B"93."7/3",/&-".8-")*&.*(?.*/("
9-.>--(".8-".1')*.*/(',"O?/,"/0-(*(+"9*)"/:"C �y���D�Q�G���W�K�H���$�F�R�O���µ�6�W�U�R�Q�J���7�Z�R�V�¶�������zB"C�xB"'()"C�{ V"

G("Z/,)2"O?/,B"C�y">'&":/1?*(+"./"+'6-"93.".8-"Z"O?/,"A.1/(+"=>/2"/0-(*(+&">-1-"(/.4""
=8-1-:/1-"*:"7/3")-?*)-"./"0,'7".8*&"&7&.-6"7/3"(--)"./"8'N-"'("'+1--6-(."'&"./">8-.8-1"C �y"*&B";IIj":/1?*(+"./"
+'6-4"f/3"6'7")-?*)-":/1"*(&.'(?-".8'."':.-1"'"C �z"(-+'.*N-"1-&0/(&-"./"C�yB""C�x"'()"C �{��'1-"&.1/(+"93."(/.":/1?*(+4

$
���…�����R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���V�K�R�Z�V���H�L�W�K�H�U�����������E�D�O�D�Q�F�H�G�����R�U���D�������O�R�V�H�U���Z�L�W�K���D�W���O�H�D�V�W�������F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�V###
��‘Co(.1/,&2"'1-"'?-&"'()"P*(+&B">8-1-"'("'?-"k"CB""king = 1V4""
A/B".8-"8'()"&8/3,)"8'N-"'.",-'&.".81--"'?-&"'()"'"P*(+B"/1".>/"'?-&"'()".81--"P*(+&4$
$
5@1$"2&'('!$,6&)&$6+'#)$/)('!$,6()$)1),&C$
��������� � � � � ���� � � ��������������������������������� ���������������������������� ���������� ��������������������� � � � ��������������������������

weak twos - in three suits

�{ XbUHJY"
�xHE"" "
�zXTC" """""""""
�ybC"

F0-("C�{

�{ bUH"
�xXcb!TE""
�zbH" """""""""
�yJY"

F0-("C�x

�{ OXbUTC
�xXc" "
�zOXb;I""""""""
�yJ"

F0-("C�y

�{��J"
�x��HTC"
�zOXJ!TC"
�y��bHE"

F0-("C�z

�{��OXcUC"
�x��Oc "
�z��XbT
�y��XcH"

F0-("C�y

�{ OcbTYE"
�x��H!"
�zOXc "
�yOC"

F0-("C�y

>`NNVKF $
$
>,+'#+@#$-&+^$5.")��"
�'�H�¿�Q�H�G���D�V"" !^;I"0/*(.&"'()"'"&*D"?'1)"&3*."/:"1-'&/('9,-"a3',*.74"O+1--".8-"1'(+-">*.8"0'1.(-14
" " ‘Weak Twos’ must be ANNOUNCED as “Weak”
K&)2"')&) ���� ���1�7���V�K�R�Z�V���J�D�P�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W������E!/),$@&)2"')&)"'1-"0/03,'1"93."(--)"./"9-",-'1(-)K'+1--)V4"
" " E"/:"/0-(-12&"&3*."*&"01-^-60.*N-"(/."*(N*.'.*/(',4"
" " Q-?*)-">*.8"0'1.(-1">8-.8-1"'"?8'(+-"/:"&3*."*&":/1?*(+@"
"
"
56&$P�y$E2&'('! ��"
"�'�H�¿�Q�H�G���� �D�V���(�,�7�+�(�5���³���6�W�U�R�Q�J�´���D�Q�G���I�R�U�F�L�Q�J�����$�W���O�H�D�V�W�������F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�V���D�Q�G���Q�R���Z�R�U�V�H���W�K�D�Q���D�������O�R�V�H�U�����R�U�������������+�&�3�V"
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weak two OPENING BIDS

" ; " " """C" " """"""E" " " Y" " """"T" " """"""!
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Rebid a minor to show weak points 
MINOR  =  MINIMUM  HCPs (5-8 pts.)
 
 

Rebid a major to show strong points
MAJOR  =  MAXIMUM HCPs (9/10 pts.)
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  3�x""k""""A=hF<`"#$%&"'()""SMOX""&3*.
  3�{ ""k""""A=hF<`"#$%&"'()""A=hF<`""&3*.
"

3NT""k""O"X"c���[���[���[�����������������7�R�S���W�K�U�H�H���K�R�Q�R�X�U�V������
"
"-6&'$1"/$20+1$.(,6$+$'&.$2+@,'&@$ME`RU*$\G*\_$$
,6+,$1"/$+@&$20+1('!$R&'B(X$V4M$.6&,6&@$"@$'",$1"/$+@&$20+1('!$E!/),$@&)2"')&)I

OcHJEC"
Y"
XYE
!YC

�{
�x
�z
�y

cbUH!C"
JTE"
XH
X!

�{
�x
�z
�y

Oc;IHJC"
JE"
bTYC
H

�{
�x
�z
�y

XbUHJC"
JTE"
U
X!T

�{
�x
�z
�y

OXcHJC"
JE"
;IUT
H!

�{
�x
�z
�y

O:.-1"'"C�{ "/0-(*(+"/("-'?8"/:".8-":/,,/>*(+"8'()&B"0'1.(-1"1-&0/()&"C<=4""" S8'."*&"/0-(-12&"1-9*)R

OE"
c!
OcUYE
XcYC

]*)"C<= "
���2�J�X�V�W��

�{
�x
�z
�y

HJ"
XU!
OXbYE
OUC

]*)"C<=
���2�J�X�V�W��

�{
�x
�z
�y

44444444444444444444444""""""""""""4444444444444444444444"""""""""""""44444444444444444444444"""""""""""""4444444444444444444444"""""""""""""444444444444444444444444

=hf"=#MAM"
O:.-1"'"C�x"/0-("97"0'1.(-1B""
0'&&".8-";&."8'()B"
�E�L�G���D���S�U�H���H�P�S�W�L�Y�H���M�X�P�S���W�R��"
+'6-"/(".8-"C()"8'()"'()" "
3&-"'("F+3&."C<="/(".8-
,'&.".>/4

H!
bJTYC
XY
OcUC

]*)"Y �x

�{
�x
�z
�y

ogust responses to weak twos
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Puppet Stayman.V
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weak twos in three suits
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JUST BID GAME
LEAD S3

North is not 
strong enough to 
use Jacoby 2NT

�%�$�/�$�1�&�(�'����
LEAD SQ

4NT = RKCB
5C = 0 or 3 

MINIMUM OPENING
LEAD DK

South with an 
average opening 
hand, signs off 
in 4H. 
North has no 
reason to go any 
further.

�1�2�7���)�,�7�7�,�1�*��
LEAD H10

South's singleton
does nothing to 
improve north's 
hand

ACES NEEDED
LEAD HQ

North only needs 
to know about 
south's aces and 
trump queen.

LEAD H10

South's 
singleton
does nothing to    
improve north's 
hand

CUE BIDS GALORE

BALANCED 
LEAD SQ

4NT = RKCB
5H = 2 without 
the trump queen

HC
!YC
H!EC
U!YE

c;IU
OXbT
cb;I
cbC

bJ!E
c;IHE
OX
X;IJ

A" <
;# " 2NT
E<=" %

OXTY
UJ
UJTY
OHT

PREFER 3NT 
DESPITE THE FIT

With two balanced 
hands and plenty 
of points south 
chooses to play 
in 3NT and north 
agrees by passing

�z4 LEAD

JACOBY 2NT -  hands
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SPLINTER BIDS - hands
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1ST ROUND 
SPLINTER.
RKCB.

OPENER'S 
SPLINTER

NEGATIVE 
DOUBLE, &
SPLINTER

SPLINTER 
AFTER 5/3 FIT 
REVEALED.

SPLINTER IN 
ENEMY SUIT.

SIMPLE 
1ST ROUND 
SPLINTER.

RESPONDER 
SPLINTERS 
AFTER 2C 
OPEN

SPLINTER BY 
OPENER.
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fourth suit forcing hands
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